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A JOINT RESOLUTION urging the University of Kentucky and the University of Louisville to complete an analysis of the scientific research findings regarding new drugs and new avenues for the potential therapeutic treatment of addiction to drugs and food.

WHEREAS, addiction to drugs and food are two major health care concerns that are confronting the citizens of the Commonwealth of Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, addiction to prescription and other drugs is a rampant problem in Kentucky, particularly in the eastern part of the state, and has lead to dozens of deaths over the past few years; and

WHEREAS, of all states, Kentucky had the second highest percentage of adults who were overweight, which is associated with numerous chronic diseases including diabetes, heart disease, stroke, and cancer; and

WHEREAS, Arvid Carlsson, Paul Greengard, and Eric Kandel received the Nobel Prizes in Physiology or Medicine for their pioneering discoveries concerning the signal transduction between nerve cells, called "slow synaptic transmission;" and

WHEREAS, these discoveries have been crucial to understanding the normal functioning of the brain and how disturbances in this signal can lead to neurological and psychiatric diseases, including addiction; and

WHEREAS, their discoveries have lead to the development of new drugs for the treatment of schizophrenia, depression, Alzheimer's Disease, and addiction to substances; and

WHEREAS, there is scientific evidence of a link between obesity and dopamine, a brain chemical associated with cocaine, alcohol, and other drug addictions; and 

WHEREAS, researchers at the U.S. Department of Energy's Brookhaven National Laboratory reported that the mere sight and smell of food spikes the level of dopamine in the brain; and

WHEREAS, this research has provided the foundation for additional research to understand the synaptic properties of neurons in brain areas relevant to drug and food addictions; and

WHEREAS, it is in the interest of the citizens of the Commonwealth of Kentucky for the state's research universities to explore the scientific literature to identify new treatment strategies for citizens suffering from obesity or drug addiction;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Kentucky General Assembly respectfully urges the University of Kentucky and the University of Louisville to analyze the scientific research literature to identify new drugs and therapies to treat obesity and drug addiction. The General Assembly further urges these universities to identify potential research questions that need to be investigated in order to understand the effect of chemicals on the brain areas relevant to the treatment of drug addiction and obesity and any relationship between obesity and the functioning of the endocrine system.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Joint Resolution to the president of the University of Kentucky, the president of the University of Louisville, the dean of the University of Kentucky College of Medicine, and the dean of the University of Louisville School of Medicine.
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