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A RESOLUTION commending believers and churches who engage in sustained prayer and fasting for the leaders of the nation, the police, firefighters, and emergency personnel who defend the country at home, and the armed forces that defend the United States abroad.

WHEREAS, in I Timothy 2:2 of the Holy Bible, the Apostle Paul specifically exhorts believers to pray “For Kings, and all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour”; and

WHEREAS, in the preamble to all 50 state constitutions, the framers recognized Almighty God to be the source of the people's liberties and blessings; and

WHEREAS, the Biblical account recorded in Genesis 18 demonstrates that just as God heard the cry of Abraham for his city and promised deliverance for the sake of ten righteous believers, God is just as faithful to hear the prayers of His people today; and

WHEREAS, as recorded in Exodus 32, Moses prayed for Israel after the people had disobeyed God by building a golden calf to worship, and in so doing set a standard for encouraging today’s leaders to actively petition the Lord on behalf of their people; and

WHEREAS, II Samuel 24:17 demonstrates how King David sinned by numbering and depending too much on Israel’s troops and too little on God’s power, which should be a warning for all leaders not to miscalculate the importance of relying on God; and

WHEREAS, according to II Kings 19:19, Hezekiah, king of Judah, sought to openly acknowledge God when he prayed for deliverance from the Assyrians, “that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that thou art the Lord God, even thou alone”; and 

WHEREAS, in Jeremiah 42, the military leaders of Judah recognized the decisive role of the prayers of the upright when they petitioned the prophet Jeremiah to intercede on their behalf that they not be destroyed by their adversaries; and 

WHEREAS, when, in I Samuel 7:8, the people of Israel asked the prophet-priest Samuel to pray for deliverance from the hand of their enemies, the Philistines, the effectualness of a Godly intercessor was again demonstrated for all time; and

WHEREAS, George Washington was known as the "praying general" because he knew from personal experience that prayer moved the King of Kings, who in turn moved the nations; and

WHEREAS, it is recorded in the Orderly Book of General George Washington, July 9, 1976, “Our country was founded by great and wise people who were fluent in the language of humility, praise, and petition. Throughout our history, in danger and division, we have always turned to prayer. And our country has been delivered from many serious evils and wrongs because of that prayer. . . . The blessing and protection of Heaven are at all times necessary, but especially so in times of public distress and danger. The General hopes and trusts, that every officer and man will endeavour to live and act as becomes a Christian soldier, defending the dearest rights and liberties of his country...In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. Done at the city of Washington, this thirtieth day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, and of the independence of the United States the eighty-seventh”; and

WHEREAS, the Declaration of Independence, our nation’s birth certificate establishes: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness”; and

WHEREAS, in the birth of America, during the first meeting of Congress in Carpenter’s Hall in Philadelphia on September 7, 1774, pastor Jacob Duche opened the congressional session with prayer: "O Lord our Heavenly Father, high and mighty King of kings, and Lord of lords, who dost from thy throne behold all the dwellers on earth and reignest with power supreme and uncontrolled over all the Kingdoms, Empires and Governments; look down in mercy, we beseech thee, on these our American States, who have fled to thee from the rod of the oppressor and thrown themselves on Thy gracious protection, desiring to be henceforth dependent only on Thee, to Thee have they appealed for the righteousness of their cause; to Thee do they now look up for that countenance and support, which Thou alone canst give; take them, therefore, Heavenly Father, under Thy nurturing care; give them wisdom in Council and valor in the field; defeat the malicious designs of our cruel adversaries; convince them of the unrighteousness of their Cause and if they persist in their sanguinary purpose, of Thine own purposes, of Thine own unerring justice, sounding in their hearts, constrain them to drop the weapons of war from their unnerved bands in the day of battle! Be Thou present, O God of wisdom, and direct the counsel of this Honorable Assembly; enable them to settle things on the best and surest foundations; that the scene of blood may be speedily closed; that Order, Harmony and Peace may be effectually restored, and that Truth and Justice, Religion and Piety, prevail and flourish among the people. Preserve the health of their bodies and vigor of their minds; shower down on them and the millions they here represent, such temporal Blessings as Thou seest expedient for them in this world, and crown them with everlasting Glory in the world to come. All this we ask in the name and through the merits of Jesus Christ, Thy Son and our Savior, Amen"; and

WHEREAS, from 1775 to the present hour, sixty-seven U. S. Armed Forces Prayer Books have been distributed to America’s soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines, and Coast Guardsmen. Fifteen were published during W. W. II, including The Service Prayer Book which quotes Abraham Lincoln on the first page saying, "I have been driven many times to my knees by the overwhelming conviction that I had nowhere else to go. My own wisdom, and that of all about me, seemed insufficient for that day”; and

WHEREAS, The prayer book begins with a call to the entire nation to pray:

“A time of testing has come to our nation more severe and searching than ever before in the long story of its life. How shall we meet the test? We can rely on the wonderful unity of the people. We can rely on the heroic courage of sailors, soldiers, workers in coal mine and shipyard, in factory and field. But in the last resort it is upon the spirit of the whole nation, of every man and woman within it, that the issue will depend . . . It is faith-faith in God, faith that God reigns. Humbly but confidently we can commit our cause to Him. It must be in accordance with His will that men should defend their land, their homes, their freedom. It must be in accordance with His will . . . that justice, truth, mercy, freedom should not perish from the earth. Thus, even in this anxious hour, the summons comes. Lift up your hearts. Let the answer be, We lift them up unto the Lord. It is in prayer that we thus lift up our hearts. We must pray without ceasing. Let every day, and especially every Lord’s Day, be a day of national prayer. Yet if prayer is to be real, it must be honest. Honesty requires penitence-for our manifold sins and shortcomings as a people and as individual men and women, for our neglect of God and of the needs and claims of our fellow men, for our failure to be a Christian nation in fact as well as in phrase. Honesty requires a right purpose—that if victory be given to us, we shall use it not selfishly, nor vindictively, but for the establishment of God’s truth and justice in our own land, among our own people, and so far as we can in the world. The best and deepest way of meeting this testing time is to trust in the name of the Lord and stay upon our God. This is the spirit that will banish fear and give us calmness, steadfastness and courage. Come what may, let us hold fast to the eternal truth—God reigns”; and

WHEREAS, the Holy Bible specifically directs believers to pray ‘For Kings, and all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour"; and

WHEREAS, General George C. Marshall has said, “I look upon the spiritual life of the solder as even more important than his physical equipment . . . the soldier’s heart, the soldier’s spirit, the soldier’s soul are everything”; and

WHEREAS, General Mark W. Clark of the United States Army has said, “It is a pleasure to contribute to the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Prayer Book. I am convinced that a soldier can find strength through prayer. "On this eve of battle we ask Thee, our Heavenly Father, for strength and courage. We fight, not only for our country, but for our God as well, because we battle for continuance of Christian principles among all men. Give us the strength and the courage to fight well. Help us, in our hour of need, to follow the words of the Bible: ‘Be of good courage, and let us behave ourselves valiantly for our people, and for the cities of our God.’ Give us Thy guidance, Dear Lord, in the hours of crisis that lie ahead. Grant us the power to face our enemies and Thine enemies without fear. And bless, we pray Thee, our families and loved ones at home. Give them comfort and courage and grant them Thy divine protection. These things we ask in Thy name. Amen”; and

WHEREAS, General of the Army and Supreme Commander of American-British Forces in Europe, later President and Commander-in-Chief Dwight D. Eisenhower, said, "A prayer that I once heard a company commander repeating to his men, on a wet, cold night, just before starting a march to the front line, struck me more forcibly than almost any other I have heard. Possibly the drama of the occasion had something to do with my reactions, but in any event, it was a better prayer than I could compose. While I cannot repeat it verbatim, I am sending it to you in words that approximate the original: ‘Almighty God, we are about to be committed to a task from which some of us will not return. We go willingly to this hazardous adventure because we believe that those concepts of human dignity, rights and justice that Your Son expounded to the world, and which are respected in the government of our beloved country, are in peril of extinction from the earth. We are ready to sacrifice ourselves for our country and our God. We do not ask, individually, for our safe return. But we earnestly pray that You will help each of us to do his full duty. Permit none of us to fail a comrade in the fight. Above all, sustain us in our conviction in the justice and righteousness of our cause so that we may rise above all terror of the enemy and come to You, if called, in the humble pride of the good soldier and in the certainty of Your infinite mercy. Amen’”; and

WHEREAS, General Thomas Holcomb, Retiring Commandant of the United States Marine Corps, 1936-1943, said in his favorite prayer, “O Almighty God, the supreme Governor of all things, whose power no creature is able to resist, to whom it belongeth justly to punish sinners, and to be merciful to those who truly repent: Save and deliver us, we humbly beseech thee, from the hands of our enemies; that we, being armed with thy defense, may be preserved evermore from all perils to glorify thee, who art the only giver of all victory; through the merits of Thy Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen”; and

WHEREAS, Admiral Ernest J. King, Commander in Chief of the United States Fleet and Chief of Naval Operations prayed, “O God, we pray Thee that the memory of our comrades fallen in battle may be ever sacred in our hearts; that the sacrifice which they have offered for our country’s cause may be acceptable in Thy sight; and that an entrance into Thine eternal peace may, by Thy pardoning grace, be open unto them through Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour. Amen”; and

WHEREAS, Frank Knox, Secretary of the Navy, bowed in prayer, “Almighty God, I pray that You will watch over the soldiers and sailors who fight this tremendous battle of democracy for all humanity. Impart to them, and to us, a full sense of Your own high purpose; give courage and hope; make America worthy of the righteous place which, with Your blessing, we are struggling to establish. Amen”; and

WHEREAS, Maj. General John M. Devine, who was in command of the Fort Dix U.M.T. Experimental Unit and who later commanded the First Calvary Division in the Far East, and is now Chief of the Armed Forces Information and Education Division, Department of Defense, prayed, “O God, Creator of Heaven and Earth, before Whom we must all one day appear to give a final accounting of the use of our talents, we ask You to bless and guide us in our Army life; assist us by Thy counsel as we instruct the young men of America in developing their bodies, enlightening their minds, and strengthening their spirits, that they may be men worthy of the trust and confidence of their Country. Grant us O God wisdom to decide and courage to execute whatsoever may be necessary for the preservation on earth of Thy Kingdom. In Thee I have put my trust, I will not fear what flesh can do to me. Even though I should walk in the Valley of Death, I shall fear no evil, for Thou are with me. Amen”; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Thomas K. Finletter, Secretary of the Air Force, prayed, “Eternal God, Who countest the nations and dost weigh them in the balance: Who puttest down the mighty from their seats and dost exalt the meek of spirit; bless this Our Nation and look with favor upon the people whom Thou hast established. Thou, O Lord, has guided us in the past and hast led us to this hour of destiny. Thou hast set us in the gateways of the earth so that our name is spoken among all nations. Yet, not unto us, but unto Thee be all the glory. It humbles us to realize that we too shall be brought to judgment; that where much has been given much shall be required. Thy Providence knows no favorites and naught can bend Thy Justice. No prestige nor power can save those who deny Thy Purpose or refuse Thy Will. Bless us in these days of trial with clear vision, unfailing courage, and the grace to deny ourselves for the common good. Make us worthy of the noble traditions in which we were conceived and help us to cherish the heritage bequeathed to us. Bless the men and women of our Armed Forces. Make them brave in the face of danger and make them merciful in victory. Let Thy Works appear unto Thy servants, and Thy Glory unto their children. Let the beauty of the Lord, our God, be upon us; and establish Thou the works of our hands upon us. Yea, the work of our hands, establish Thou it. Amen”; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Frederick Brown Harris, Chaplain of the United States Senate, prayed, "Our Father God, who hath made and preserved us a nation: Our fathers trusted in Thee and were not confounded. In Thee we trust. Thou hast taught us to love truth and beauty and goodness. In all our relationships as citizens of the Republic, this sweet land of liberty, may Thy truth make us free—free from littleness, pride, and prejudice, and from all the ugly sins of disposition which so easily do beset us. May our patriotism be pure and undefiled. In all our aspirations and attitudes lift us, we pray Thee above the mud and scum of mere things to the holiness of Thy beauty. Thus may the common tasks and the trivial rounds be edged with crimson and gold. Lead us in the paths of righteousness for Thy Name’s sake. Enrich us with those durable satisfactions of life, so that the multiplying years may not find us bankrupt in those things that matter most, the golden currency of faith and hope and love. In these desperate and dangerous days in our national life, when the precious things we hold nearest our hearts are threatened by sinister forces without pity of conscience, help us to give the best that is in us against the wrong that needs resistance, and for the right that needs assistance and for the future in the distance, and the good that we may do. In this solemn hour of the supreme test of America’s faith, may we bear our full part in freedom’s crowning hour, that we may tell our sons and daughters who will live in the light of the new day: ‘I saw the powers of darkness put to flight. I saw the morning break!’ We ask it in the dear Redeemer’s name. Amen”; and

WHEREAS, Vice-Admiral Harry W. Hill, Superintendent, United States Naval Academy, writes: "The Prayer of a Midshipman is used every Sunday morning at the Naval Academy Chapel Service. It . . . expresses the spirit of devotion and dependence upon Divine aid which is constantly stressed at the Naval Academy." This Prayer of the Midshipman was also the favorite named by Admiral Forrest Sherman, Chief of Naval Operations: "Almighty Father, whose way is in the sea, whose paths are in the great waters, whose command is over all and whose love never faileth: Let me be aware of Thy presence and obedient to Thy will. Keep me true to my best self, guarding me against dishonesty in purpose and in deed, and helping me so to live that I can stand unashamed and unafraid before my shipmates, my loved ones, and Thee. Protect those in whose love I live. Give me the will to do the work of a man and to accept my share of responsibilities with a strong heart and a cheerful mind. Make me faithful to my duties and mindful of the traditions of the Service of which I am a part. If I am inclined to doubt, steady my faith; if I am tempted, make me strong to resist; if I should miss the mark, give me courage to try again. Guide me with the light of truth and keep before me the life of Him by Whose example and help I trust to obtain the answer to my prayer, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen”; and

WHEREAS, Brig General Julius Klein, National Commander of Jewish War Veterans, U. S. A., stated, “I wish to express the deep-seated conviction that this book of prayers will be warmly received by a world which is very much in need of closer contact with God. "Our Father, Whose glory filleth the Universe, we reflect upon the great achievements of those who have made the extreme sacrifice for our country in order that our blessed land may continue to be a beacon of light and a source of hope for the entire civilized world. Deliver us, O Heavenly Father, from our present impending evils and frustrate the designs of our enemies. Restore us to the bosom of peace. We pray to Thee to hasten the day when humanity shall be delivered from oppressors and flourish on the face of Thy earth, and may we realize in our day the fulfillment of the prophetic vision “that they shall dwell every man under his own vine and fig tree with none to make them afraid. Amen”; and

WHEREAS, the Holy Bible specifically directs believers to pray "For Kings, and all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour"; and

WHEREAS, General George C. Marshall has said, “I look upon the spiritual life of the soldier as even more important than his physical equipment . . . the soldier’s heart, the soldier’s spirit, the soldier’s soul are everything”; and

WHEREAS, General Mark W. Clark of the United States Army has said, “It is a pleasure to contribute to the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Prayer Book. I am convinced that a soldier can find strength through prayer”;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1. Believers and churches that fast and pray for the leaders of the nation, including the leaders of the three institutions ordained by God -- the Family, the Church, and the Government—are to be highly commended for making that a priority which is most important for the safety and welfare of the nation and future generations of Americans.

Section 2. Because of the great need for wise and righteous leaders to steer the United States through the troubled waters of the twenty-first century, this honorable body expresses special gratitude for those believers who pray and fast each election day during the hours the polls are open for voting to the end that God might be glorified and the nation blessed through the lives of just and wise leaders.

Section 3. Because military experts expect the United States to be faced with the threat of terrorism throughout most of this present century, this honorable body is exceptionally grateful for those parents who fast once a week and pray for their children to study and prepare themselves morally, physically, and academically for a life of virtue and service to God and our beloved country.
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