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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of James E. Bickford.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to James E. Bickford, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, James E. Bickford was born on April 17, 1937, a native of West Virginia, and longtime Kentucky resident, and he traversed these earthly bounds on October 25, 2002; and

WHEREAS, James E. Bickford was the loving son of Alma Baker Bickford and the late Estill Bickford; he was the devoted husband of Shirley Bickford; he was the loving father of three daughters, Amy Fraysur of Leesburg, Florida, Jill Crawford of Versailles, and Cindy Bentley of Port Charlotte, Florida; and he was the proud grandfather of five grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, James E. Bickford graduated from Tennessee Military Institute, he obtained his bachelor's degree and a commission as second lieutenant in the United States Army from Eastern Kentucky University, and he received a master's degree from the Florida Institute of Technology; he was later selected Outstanding Alumnus for Eastern Kentucky University in 1989, and served as president of the EKU National Alumni Association from 1999-2000; and

WHEREAS, during his distinguished 32-year career in the United States Army, James E. Bickford served his country with pride and distinction; he held posts in England, Germany, France, Korea, and Vietnam; during the Persian Gulf War, he commanded the Defense Fuel Supply Center, which bought, distributed, and stored all of the fuel, worldwide, for the Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marines, and his unit was awarded the Joint Meritorious Unit Award for performance in the Persian Gulf War; during his longstanding career, he received numerous decorations, including the Defense Distinguished Service Medal, the Army Distinguished Service Medal, the Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star with Oak Leaf Cluster, the Defense Meritorious Service Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, and the Army Commendation Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster; at the time of his retirement, he held the rank of Brigadier General; in 1998, he was inducted into the United States Army Quartermaster Hall of Fame; and in 2001, he was inducted into the Defense Logistics Agency Hall of Fame; and

WHEREAS, James E. Bickford was appointed secretary of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Cabinet in 1995, and we are reminded that ethics and integrity played a large part toward his success as secretary; his vision and leadership led to numerous innovative programs and accomplishments throughout the Commonwealth that made for a cleaner, safer, and healthier place for all Kentuckians; he was dedicated to improving the Commonwealth's environment with his primary focus on solid waste issues, campaigning against straight sewer pipes and illegal dumps, promoting the collection and disposal of millions of waste tires, encouraging the regulation of large confined animal operations, and supporting passage of legislation to improve logging operations in Kentucky; he protected Black Mountain and the Pine Mountain Settlement School from the impacts of surface mining development; and he also is remembered for his partnership with United States Representative Hal Rogers in creating the PRIDE (Personal Responsibility in a Desirable Environment) program in a 40-county area of eastern Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, James E. Bickford was the recipient of the Harry M. Caudill Lifetime Environmental Achievement Award from the Cumberland Chapter of the Sierra Club, the University of Kentucky's Tracy Farmer Center for the Environment presented him with the Outstanding Contribution to the Environment Award, and he was selected as one of the 20 most influential citizens of Harlan County during the last millennium; and

WHEREAS, James E. Bickford never forgot his Harlan County roots where he was raised, for it was there that he developed an appreciation for the natural environment, and throughout his life, he maintained a love affair with the eastern Kentucky mountains where he often returned; and

WHEREAS, James E. Bickford was a devout member of St. John's Episcopal Church in Versailles, where his funeral was held on October 28, 2002, with burial and military honors at the Rose Crest Cemetery; and

WHEREAS, the passing of James E. Bickford has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of James E. Bickford, and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of James E. Bickford.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Shirley Bickford, 33 Heritage Court, Versailles, Kentucky 40383.
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