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MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
Building Inspector's Office

Requirement:
X
Mandatory
X
Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS  

HB 145 creates a new section of KRS Chapter 198B to require the installation of radon mitigation systems in new single-family, multifamily dwellings, child daycare facilities, and public and private schools in Zone 1 counties, as designated by the Cabinet for Health Services.  It creates a new section of KRS Chapter 198B to define "Zone 1", "Radon mitigation system", "Local government", and "Building".  The mandate is limited to properties on which construction was started one year after the effective date of the Act.

HB 145 also permits local governments in Zone 1 to require the installation of radon mitigation systems in other types of new buildings, and permits local governments not in Zone 1 to require radon mitigation systems for any type of new building.  New buildings are defined as buildings on which construction was started one year after the effective date of the Act.  All radon mitigation systems must be installed and inspected by certified persons, and the Department of Housing, Buildings and Construction must promulgate administrative regulations providing minimum requirements for these systems. 

Finally, local governments in Zone 1 areas are prohibited from issuing a final certificate of occupancy for single or multifamily dwellings, child daycare facilities, and public and private schools unless the required system is installed.  This provision is also effective for properties the construction of which was started one year after the effective date of the Act.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 145 on local government is indeterminable, but would likely be minimal in the Zone 1 counties affected by this mandate.  There would be no fiscal impact in the first year after the effective date of this Act.  Mandated costs to local governments in Zone 1 would include amending local building codes to comply with the new radon system administrative regulations.  In addition, if the local building codes require inspections of the new buildings set forth in this bill, then local government inspectors would have to inspect the radon system.  There would also be some training costs for local inspectors to become certified to do radon inspections. 

There are 30 counties designated by the EPA as Zone 1 radon areas.  Zone 1 counties are those having the highest indoor predicted average screening level of concentration of radon in a specific volume (potentially greater than 4 pCi/L).  The Zone 1 counties are:  Pendleton, Harrison, Robertson, Scott, Bourbon, Jefferson, Franklin, Fayette, Clark, Bullitt, Woodford, Jessamine, Nelson, Mercer, Marion, Boyle, Lincoln, Hart, Green, Taylor, Casey, Pulaski, Warren, Barren, Metcalfe, Adair, Russell, Allen, Monroe, and Cumberland.

The additional inspection of radon mitigation systems would be added to existing inspection requirements, but would not necessarily be burdensome, as local governments already have the duty of state code enforcement.  Single-family homes are, as of July 15, 1998, covered by the state building code. Even though the single-family homes now come under the Kentucky Building Code, it is up to the county or city to conduct inspections of these homes.  Counties are required to inspect building plans and issue building permits, and to inspect new and existing buildings and issue certificates of occupancy for single family homes. A county may either seek to perform these functions independently or it may unite with other local governments in a cooperative effort.  Fees may be charged for building permits, but the fees may not exceed the costs of the county's services (KRS 198B.060).  

Section 2. (6) states that local governments may not issue final certificates of occupancy, unless an acceptable radon mitigation system is installed in new single-family and multifamily dwellings, child daycare facilities, and public and private schools in Zone 1 counties.  If a county does not now issue certificates of occupancy for the type of building listed in HB 145, there is no fiscal mandate related to requiring additional or new certificates of occupancy.
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