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AN ACT relating to athletics.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 229 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
A promoter shall not receive compensation, directly or indirectly, in connection with a boxing match until the promoter provides the commission:

(a)
A written copy of any agreement between the promoter and a boxer participating in the match;

(b)
A statement certifying that no written or oral agreements exist between the promoter and the boxer regarding the match;

(c)
A listing of all fees, charges, and expenses that will be assessed by or through the promoter on the boxer, including any portion of the boxer's purse that the promoter will receive;

(d)
A listing of all payments, gifts, and benefits the promoter provides to a sanctioning organization affiliated with the event; and

(e)
A statement setting out any reduction in a boxer's purse that is contrary to the previous agreement between the promoter and the boxer or a purse bid held for the event.

(2)
A promoter shall not be entitled to receive any compensation directly or indirectly in connection with a boxing match until the promoter provides the boxer with:

(a)
A statement indicating the amount of compensation or consideration that the promoter has contracted to receive from the match;

(b)
A listing of the fees, charges, and expenses that will be assessed by or through the promoter on the boxer relating to the event, including training expenses and any portion of the boxer's purse that the promoter will receive; and

(c)
A statement setting out any reduction in the boxer's purse that is contrary to a previous agreement between the promoter and the boxer or a purse bid held for the event.

(3)
The promoter shall make the disclosures required to be made under subsections (1) and (2) of this section available to the Office of the Attorney General of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, upon request.

(4)
Disclosures made under subsections (1) to (3) of this section shall be made under penalty of perjury.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 229 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Except as otherwise provided in this section, purses shall be paid in cash or by check immediately after the contest. Percentage contracts shall be paid as soon as the amount can be determined. All purse payments shall be made in the presence of the authorized commission representative, if so requested by the commission or any boxer.

(2)
After notification and approval by the commission, arrangement for the payment of any purse greater than fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) shall be agreed to by the promoter and the boxer.

(3)
A promoter may deduct from a boxer's purse the total amount of fees or fines owed to the commission by the boxer, including but not limited to the costs of obtaining a federal identification card and a state license. Any deductions made pursuant to this subsection shall be remitted immediately to the commission.

(4)
If a promoter defaults on payments to a boxer, only the amount disclosed in the contract or bout agreement filed with the commission prior to the bout shall be covered by the bond and collateral on file with the commission pursuant to Section 6 of this Act.

(5)
All contestants shall be guaranteed a purse of at least fifty dollars ($50) per contracted round.

SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 229 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
A promoter shall enter into a written agreement or contract with a boxer. The agreement or contract shall be executed in triplicate and at a minimum, shall include:

(a)
The amount of the guaranteed payment or the percentage promised;

(b)
The number and the time limit of the rounds;

(c)
When and where the official weigh-in will be conducted;

(d)
When and where the boxers are scheduled to appear; and

(e)
Other details reasonably expected to be an issue of agreement within the professional boxing contract or agreement.

(2)
No boxing match shall be allowed to commence if a written contract or bout agreement has not been entered into by the promoter and the boxer and submitted to the commission.

(3)
A promoter shall:

(a)
Perform the terms of the contract;

(b)
Pay the contestants their contractual guarantee or percentage;

(c)
Produce contestants or special added attractions as advertised; and

(d)
Comply with the agreements the promoter has made with the contestants or performers who perform.

(4)
A violation of subsection (3) of this section shall be grounds for the suspension of the promoter's license for not fewer than ninety (90) days and the imposition of a fine of not more than the contracted purse amount disclosed in the bout agreement or contract.
Section 4.   KRS 229.011 is amended to read as follows:

As used in this chapter unless the context clearly indicates otherwise the following definitions shall apply: 

(1)
"Advertise" includes the use of handbills, placards, posters, billboards, pictures, printed or written material or newspapers or other publications, or radio, television and other communication media. 

(2)
"Boxing registry" means any entity certified by the Association of Boxing Commissioners to maintain records and identify boxers.

(3)
"Exhibition," in addition to its ordinary meaning, shall include a public show or showing through the medium of closed circuit television to which an admission ticket is required, or other charge is made. 

(4)[(3)]
"Person" includes an individual, partnership, corporation, association or club. 

(5)[(4)]
"Professional" is a boxer or wrestler who competes for a money prize, or other pecuniary gain.

(6)[(5)]
"Professional match" is a boxing, sparring, or wrestling match or exhibition in which a professional is a contestant or a kick boxing or martial arts match or exhibition between individuals for financial compensation. The term does not mean a boxing contest that is regulated by an amateur sports organization.

(7)
"Sanctioning organization" means an organization that sanctions professional boxing matches in the United States:

(a)
Between boxers who are residents of different states; or

(b)
That are advertised, otherwise promoted, or broadcast in interstate commerce.

Section 5.   KRS 229.041 is amended to read as follows:

Whenever a person fails to make the report within the time prescribed by KRS 229.031, or whenever the report is unsatisfactory to the commission, it may examine or cause to be examined the books and records of that person to ascertain and fix the total amount of its gross receipts for any match or exhibition and the amount of the tax due. Failure to pay the tax defined in KRS 229.031 within thirty (30) days after the event is held shall result in the assessment of a twenty percent (20%) late fee, and may cause the commission to commence liquidation action against the bonds or collateral filed with the commission under Section 6 of this Act.
Section 6.   KRS 229.051 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
(a)
Before a permit is granted to any person to hold, promote, or act as a booker for a professional boxing or a wrestling match or exhibition, the applicant shall file with the commission a bond executed by a surety corporation authorized to conduct business in this state in the sum of ten[five] thousand dollars ($10,000)[($5,000)], to be approved as to form and the sufficiency of the sureties by the commission, conditioned for the payment of the tax imposed by KRS 229.031.

(b)
The bond shall ensure that each boxer competing in Kentucky is paid his or her entire purse and that services contracted for and promotional activities conducted within the Commonwealth are fulfilled.

(c)
The board may require that an additional bond be executed in an amount it deems sufficient to cover the costs of the officials' fees, proper medical supervision at professional matches and exhibitions in Kentucky, and the estimated costs of damages, penalties, taxes, or expenses that may arise from the conduct of promotional activities in Kentucky.
(2)
Upon the approval of the bond, the commission shall issue to the applicant a certificate of filing and approval, which shall be filed by the applicant with the commission, with the application for the permit. The permit shall not be issued until the certificate has been filed.

(3)
The commission may require and accept a cash bond or an irrevocable letter of credit in lieu of or in addition to a surety bond. The cash bond or irrevocable letter of credit shall be subject to the same claims and actions to which the surety bond is subjected. If the bond or the collateral posted is insufficient to pay all valid claims in full, the commission may direct that the proceeds of such bonds and collateral be prorated among the complainants.

Section 7.   KRS 229.081 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
A person shall not participate in a professional match in any of the following enumerated capacities or in any other capacity as set out in administrate regulations promulgated by the commission without holding a license issued by the commission and meeting all eligibility requirements as established by the commission by promulgation of administrative regulations:

(a)[(1)]
Contestant;

(b)[(2)]
Judge;

(c)[(3)]
Manager;

(d)[(4)]
Physician;

(e)[(5)]
Referee;

(f)[(6)]
Timekeeper;[ or]
(g)[(7)]
Trainer;

(h)
Second; or

(i)
Inspector.

(2)
Licenses issued under subsection (1) of this section shall expire on December 31 of the year in which they are issued. The commission may establish a schedule of compensation to be paid to officials for participating in a professional match by promulgation of administrative regulations. The compensation shall be paid by the person conducting the match, and by no other person.

(3)
Any boxer who at the time of his or her application for licensing is under medical or administrative suspension from another state's boxing commission or similar regulatory body, or whose license has been revoked by another state's boxing commission or similar regulatory body and whose suspension or revocation is recorded in the boxing registry shall be ineligible for licensing. The commission may allow such a boxer to participate in a professional boxing match if:

(a)
The commission notifies in writing and consults with the designated official of the sanctioning state's boxing commission or regulatory body before granting approval to the individual to participate in the professional match; or 

(b)
Upon appeal by the boxer, the Association of Boxing Commissions determines that the suspension was improper.
Section 8.   KRS 229.101 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
A boxing or wrestling match or exhibition shall not consist of more than twelve (12) rounds.

(2)
During the performance of any promotion, the promoter shall comply with all laws and rules governing professional boxing in Kentucky. The promoter's responsibilities shall include, but shall not be limited to:

(a)
Providing medical insurance of at least twenty thousand dollars ($20,000) to cover ambulance services, medical, surgical, and hospital care for injuries sustained while participating in a promotion.
(b)
Providing a twenty thousand dollar ($20,000) death benefit to be paid to the contestant's estate if death occurs from injuries received while participating in the contest.
(c)
Providing continuous ambulance service with an emergency medical technician or paramedic certified or licensed under KRS Chapter 311A at the promotion. The emergency medical technician or the paramedic shall be equipped with proper resuscitation equipment, a stretcher, a backboard, oxygen, and such other medical equipment reasonably expected to be needed for administering immediate traumatic care. The emergency medical technician or paramedic and the required equipment shall remain on site until the close of the program.
(d)
Providing at least one (1) physician at ringside during all contests.
Section 9.   KRS 229.111 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Contestants in a professional boxing or wrestling match or exhibition shall be examined by a reputable licensed physician appointed by the commission, and shall meet the health and fitness requirements as established in administrative regulations promulgated by the commission before participating in such a boxing or wrestling match or exhibition.

(2)
For boxing contestants, the physician shall certify in writing whether or not the contestant is physically fit to compete safely. A true and correct copy of the physician's certification shall be provided to the commission. The contestant shall not compete if the physician fails to certify that the contestant is physically fit to compete safely. 

(3)
The physician shall make a health and safety disclosure to the boxer in accordance with administrative regulations promulgated by the commission. The disclosure shall include information on the risks associated with boxing, such as the risk and frequency of brain injury and the advisability of a boxer undergoing periodic medical testing to detect such injury.

Section 10.   KRS 229.121 is amended to read as follows:

No contestant under eighteen (18) years of age shall be knowingly issued a license or allowed to participate in any professional boxing,[ or] wrestling, mixed martial arts, and kick boxing match or exhibition, nor shall any person obtain, or cause to be obtained, a license to any person under eighteen (18) years of age, to participate in any professional boxing or wrestling match or exhibition.

Section 11.   KRS 229.151 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
There is hereby established the Kentucky Athletic Commission which shall consist of seven (7) members, appointed by the Governor, with initial appointments for two (2) members for terms of four (4) years, two (2) members for terms of three (3) years, two (2) members for terms of two (2) years, and one (1) member for a term of one (1) year, except that of the members appointed after July 15, 1998, two (2) members appointed to fill the terms expiring July 14, 1999, shall serve until February 14, 2000; two (2) members appointed to fill the terms expiring July 14, 2000, shall serve until February 14, 2001; one (1) member appointed to fill the term expiring July 14, 2001, shall serve until February 14, 2002; two (2) members appointed to fill the terms expiring July 14, 2002, shall serve until February 14, 2003; and subsequent appointments shall be for four (4) year terms ending on February 14. Thereafter, members shall be appointed by the Governor for staggered terms of four (4) years. At least one (1) member shall have a background in the professional boxing or wrestling industry. At least one (1) member shall be a licensed physician.[ The executive director of the Division of Occupations and Professions shall serve on the commission in an ex officio capacity.] One (1) member shall be designated by the Governor as chairman and one (1) member shall be elected by the commission as vice chairman, who shall have authority to act as chairman in the event of the chairman's absence or inability to act. The chairman, vice chairman, other members of the commission, and those persons referred to in KRS 229.161, shall receive one hundred dollars ($100) per day for each meeting attended and shall be paid their actual and necessary traveling and other expenses incurred by them in the performance of their official duties. The commission shall hold one (1) regular meeting every three (3) months. Four (4) members of the commission shall constitute a quorum to conduct business.

(2)
The board shall be placed for organizational purposes under the Division of Occupations and Professions which shall provide administrative and secretarial services.

(3)
No member or employee of the commission may belong to, contract with, or receive any compensation from, any person who sanctions, arranges, or promotes professional boxing matches or who otherwise has a financial interest in an active boxer currently registered with a boxing registry. For purposes of this section, "compensation" does not include funds held in escrow for payment to another person in connection with a professional match. The prohibition set forth in this subsection shall not apply to any contract entered into, or other reasonable compensation received by the commission to supervise a professional boxing match in another state.

Section 12.   KRS 229.171 is amended to read as follows:

The commission shall have and hereby is vested with the sole direction, management, control, and jurisdiction over all professional boxing, sparring, and wrestling matches or exhibitions to be conducted, held, or given within the Commonwealth. The commission is hereby given the sole control, authority, and jurisdiction over all licenses to hold boxing, sparring, or wrestling matches or exhibitions for prizes or purses or where an admission fee is received, and over all licenses to any and all persons who participate in the boxing, sparring,[ or] wrestling, mixed martial arts, or kick boxing matches[, ]or exhibitions.

Section 13.   KRS 229.250 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The first two hundred thousand dollars ($200,000)[$100,000] in fees and charges collected by the Kentucky Athletic Commission shall be paid into the State Treasury and credited to a separate revolving or trust and agency fund account established for the purpose of administrating the provisions of this chapter. The amount of fees and charges collected in excess of two hundred thousand dollars ($200,000)[$100,000] shall be deposited to the credit of the general fund. The cost and expenses of administering the provisions of this chapter, including compensation to members of the board and its officers and employees shall be paid out of the State Treasury upon warrants of the secretary of the Finance and Administration Cabinet according to law, provided that the total expense of administering these provisions shall not exceed the fees and other charges collected by the board and available in the revolving or trust and agency fund account, of that commission, except that, in fiscal year 1984-85 such costs shall not exceed the fees and other charges collected by the commission and available in the revolving or trust and agency account plus any funds which are appropriated to the commission under the provisions of Acts Chapter 418 of the 1984 session of the Kentucky General Assembly.

(2)
All fees and charges collected by the Kentucky Athletic Commission, up to a maximum of two hundred thousand dollars ($200,000)[$100,000], shall be available for the administration of the provisions of this chapter, and for no other purpose.
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