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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  

HB 73  creates the title "medication aide" for certain persons administering medications in licensed facilities in this state.  

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  

HB 73 amends KRS 314.011 to create the occupation title "medication aide."

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  

The Board of Nursing will experience fiscal impact in the form of increased revenues due to the receipt of increased license fees. However, other state or local licensed agencies may experience increased costs due to the need to hire/train medication aides.  For example: the requirement of certified medication aides would impact 2 correctional facilities and would necessitate the training or hiring of certified personnel. The cost to train existing correctional officers to become certified would be dependant upon the standards to be established by the Board of Nursing for the aides. If personnel would be required to be hired, that would add 4 PFT and cost approximately $130,000 per year.  The impact to incarcerate any offenders is estimated to be 1 inmate per year for a 7.5 month sentence. The cost would be minimal - less than $11,000 per year. Also, for the Health and Family Services Cabinet, the fiscal impact is indeterminable because of the inability to estimate the number of certified medication aides which would be required in health programs operated, or paid for, by the Health and Family Services Cabinet. Increased direct care staff would directly impact the Medicaid program which is currently projecting a $500 million budget shortfall in FY 2004-05 and $880 million shortfall in FY 2005-06 to continue current services. Per the Health and Family Services Cabinet, HB 73 could result in reduced access to services and possible program closure, and impacts an extensive number of community programs including Community Mental Health Centers, state mental hospitals, Intermediate Care Facilities for the Mentally Retarded/Developmentally Disabled, Therapeutic Rehabilitation Centers, the Supports for Community Living Program, Personal Care Homes, Family Care Homes, Crisis Stabilization Units and Psychiatric Residential Treatment Facilities.
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