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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION creating a task force on trafficking in persons.

WHEREAS, the continued existence of sexual and economic slavery and peonage within the criminal community represents a clear and present danger to the very foundation of our civil society; and

WHEREAS, the government of the United States recognizes this danger and works to eliminate this evil, both on the international and national levels, as with the passage of the Victims of Trafficking and Violence Prevention Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7102 et. seq.); and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky, acting under its sovereign authority, has an obligation to protect the citizens and residents of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission shall establish a Trafficking in Persons Task Force to analyze and assess the problem of human trafficking including, but not limited to, the following:

(1)
An identification of federal and state law relating to trafficking in persons;

(2)
An identification of federal, state, and local agencies involved in the prevention of trafficking in persons;

(3)
The effectiveness of existing state and local programs in preventing human trafficking;

(4)
The effectiveness of existing state and local programs in serving victims of human trafficking, including health care, housing, education, and legal assistance; and

(5)
An identification of advisable statutory and programmatic changes to aid in the prevention of human trafficking and in aiding the victims of human trafficking.

Section 2.   The Task Force shall contain six legislative members. The President of the Senate shall appoint three members from the Senate, at least one of whom shall be a member of the minority party in the Senate, and the Speaker of the House shall appoint three members from the House of Representatives, at least one of whom shall be a member of the minority party in the House. The President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House shall each select one member from among that officer's appointees to serve as a co-chair of the task force.

Section 3.   The Task Force shall contain the following members from the executive branch:

(1)
The Attorney General, or his or her designee;

(2)
The secretary of the Justice Cabinet, or his or her designee;

(3)
The secretary of the Cabinet for Families and Children, or his or her designee; and

(4)
A designee of the Kentucky Department of Education who is employed in a program within the department relating to the education of the children of migratory workers.

Section 4.   The Task Force shall contain the following nonlegislative members, with the representative from each named entity below being jointly appointed by the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives from a list of three potential appointees submitted by each entity:

(1)
The Kentucky Circuit Judges Association;

(2)
The Kentucky District Judges Association;

(3)
The Kentucky Commonwealth's Attorneys Association;

(4)
The Kentucky County Attorneys Association;

(5)
The Kentucky Association of Chiefs of Police;

(6)
The Kentucky Sheriffs Association;

(7)
The Kentucky League of Cities; 

(8)
The Kentucky Domestic Violence Association;

(9)
The Kentucky Association of Sexual Assault Programs;

(10)
Kentucky Refugee Ministries;

(11)
Catholic Charities;

(12)
Western Kentucky Refugee Mutual Assistance Association;

(13)
The Family Advocacy Program at Fort Knox;

(14)
The Center for Women and Families; and

(15)
Kentucky Chapter, National Association of Social Workers.

Section 5.   Upon approval of the Legislative Research Commission, the Task Force may begin meeting after the appointment of its legislative members.

Section 6.   The task force shall develop a report and submit it to the Legislative Research Commission by November 1, 2004.

Section 7.   Provisions of this Resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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