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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Rachel Elaine Sutherland.

It is with heavy hearts and deep sadness that we learn of the premature passing of Rachel Elaine Sutherland, and we pause in silent reverence for her soul.

WHEREAS, Rachel Elaine Sutherland was the loving daughter of the Reverend Alan Sutherland and Elaine Moran Sutherland; she was the loving sister of a brother, James Alan Sutherland of Winchester; and she also leaves behind her paternal grandparents, Don and Alma Sutherland of Middlesbrough, England; and her maternal grandmother, Edna Moore of Hessle, England; and

WHEREAS, Rachel Elaine Sutherland was a devout member of Emmanuel Episcopal Church in Winchester, where her father was a former pastor, and where she was a member of the Episcopal Diocese of Lexington Youth Commission and the Episcopal Province IV Youth Board; and

WHEREAS, Rachel Elaine Sutherland was a 2003 graduate of George Rogers Clark High School in Winchester, where she excelled in academics; she was a 2002 Kentucky Governor's Scholar and was a member of the National Honor Society and on the National Honor Roll; she was president of her high school freshman, sophomore, junior, and senior classes; she was Miss Freshman 2000, Miss Sophomore 2001, Miss Junior 2002, and she was named to homecoming courts in 1999, 2000, and 2002; and

WHEREAS, Rachel Elaine Sutherland was active in several clubs and charitable causes; she organized the American Anti-Slavery Freedom March in 2003 in Northern Kentucky; and she was instrumental in the construction of the Winchester Clothing Bank, and she organized the Sierra Leone Clothing Drive in Clark County in 2002; and

WHEREAS, Rachel Elaine Sutherland also excelled in the sport of Soccer; she was a four-year first-team academic All-State girls' varsity soccer player; she was the recipient of the Coach's Award, was named to the 2001 and 2002 all-district teams and the 2002 all-region team, and she was a 2001 all-state honorable mention and 2002 second team all-stater; and she was a United States Soccer Federation certified soccer referee; and

WHEREAS, at the time of her premature passing, Rachel Elaine Sutherland was a student at Manhattanville College in New York City, where she was majoring in international politics and psychology; and she had aspirations of working for organizations that helped people; and

WHEREAS, in the aftermath of this tragic accident, we are reminded of the grief and suffering afflicted upon the family and friends of Rachel Elaine Sutherland, how precious she was to her loved ones, and how her loved ones have been denied the opportunity of witnessing her reach her full potential; and we are also reminded that a life spent worthily should be measured by deeds, not years, and through her compassion and genuine love and concern for her fellow man, Rachel Elaine Sutherland is worthy of the highest commendation; and

WHEREAS, the premature passing of Rachel Elaine Sutherland has left a void that cannot be filled, and she is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the premature passing of Rachel Elaine Sutherland, and extends to her family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Rachel Elaine Sutherland.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the family of Rachel Elaine Sutherland, 111 Fontaine Boulevard, Winchester, Kentucky 40391.
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