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Bill Number:
      HB 69
Subject:  
AN ACT relating to crime victims' rights. 


Sponsor(s):   Rep. S. Lee
Introduction Date:     
Assignment Date:
12/20/04
Due Date:
01/04/05
Text of Legislation:  

     
Create several new sections of KRS 421.500 to 421.575, the Kentucky Crime Victim Bill of Rights, to require courts to ensure that victims are afforded rights; allow the victim, his or her legal representative, and the attorney for the Commonwealth to assert the rights and prohibit defendants from obtaining any form of relief under KRS 421.500 to 421.575; require courts, in cases where the number of victims makes it impracticable to accord all of the victims the rights contained in KRS 421.500 to 421.575, to devise a procedure to give effect to KRS 421.500 to 421.575; allow the attorney for the Commonwealth or the victim to petition the next highest court for the issuance of an extraordinary writ if a court denies any right of the victim; allow the attorney for the Commonwealth in a defendant's appeal to assert as error the court's denial of any victim's right in the proceeding to which the appeal relates; amend KRS 421.500 to include notification of a victim if there is a motion for shock probation; amend KRS 421.500 to require law enforcement agencies, attorneys for the Commonwealth, and courts to make every reasonable effort to protect the privacy of the victim; amend KRS 421.500 to prohibit employers of victims or witnesses from retaliating against or discharging the victims or witnesses based on absence related to investigation or cooperation in the prosecution of the case; amend KRS 421.520 to clarify that the victim has a right to submit a written victim impact statement to the court if the court has before it a motion for shock probation. 



Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

There is no impact to the Department of Corrections as the Office of the Attorney General would be responsible for sending notices to victims if a motion for shock probation was made. 

Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
 There would be no fiscal impact.

NOTE:  In all cases, consideration should be given to the cumulative impact of all bills that increase the felon population or that impose new obligations on the Department of Corrections

Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?    

Yes  

No
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