UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF  02/11/05
05 REG. SESS.
05 RS BR 1745


A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Joseph S. Wile.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Joseph S. Wile, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Joseph S. Wile was born on January 5, 1906, a native of Lexington, Fayette County, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds on February 4, 2005; and

WHEREAS, Joseph S. Wile was the loving son of the late Dolph and Edith Sabel Wile, and he also was preceded in death by a son, Joseph S. Wile Jr.; he was the devoted husband of the late Louise Ware Wile; he is survived by a loving daughter, Louise Wile Helm, and her husband, Joseph B. Helm, of Louisville, and a loving daughter-in-law, Sue Rose Wile; he was the proud grandfather of seven grandchildren, Joseph B. Helm Jr., Lucy Helm Dean, and John Blakey Helm, all of Louisville, and Sarah Helm Dunning of Cincinnati; and Virginia Wile Green, Catherine Wile Snowden, and Elizabeth Faulkner Wile, all of Lexington; and he was the proud great-grandfather of seven great-grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, Joseph S. Wile served his country with pride and dignity in the United States Army during World War II, where he served in the South Pacific and the Phillipines, and he attained the rank of captain; and

WHEREAS, Joseph S. Wile attended Lexington public schools; he graduated with a degree in business from the University of Pennsylvania's Wharton School of Business; and

WHEREAS, Joseph S. Wile was an esteemed member of the Fayette County community, where he was the former proprietor and president of Wolf Wile Company, a family-owned business that served the Lexington community for 103 years; and he attributed the department store's success to family ownership, conservative management, low overhead, and personal service; and

WHEREAS, Joseph S. Wile was a member of Temple Adath Israel; he served on a number of boards, including United Cerebral Palsy, Junior Achievement, and Good Samaritan Hospital; he was active on the Urban Renewal Commission, Chamber of Commerce, and a 76-year-member of the Lexington Rotary Club, where he received the youngest-member and the oldest-member awards; he was a founding member of the Henry Clay Foundation, and he was on the original board of Ashland, the Henry Clay estate; and he also had been a Lexington Historical Commission board member and he co-wrote "Lexington, Heart of the Bluegrass"; and

WHEREAS, Joseph S. Wile was also a talented poet, and began writing poetry when he was a child; he sent many of his poems to friends, relatives, and acquaintances, usually to mark special occasions; he began writing poetry to his wife, Louise Ware Wile, when they started courting in the early 1930s and continued throughout their married life; and he was affectionately dubbed the "Unofficial Poet Laureate of East Main Street"; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Joseph S. Wile has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Joseph S. Wile, and extends to his family and friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Joseph S. Wile.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mr. and Mrs. Joseph B. Helm, 301 Penruth, Louisville, Kentucky 40207.
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