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Bill Number:
HB 116 
Subject:  
AN ACT relating to the collection of DNA. 


Sponsor(s):   Rep. Reginald Meeks
Introduction Date:12/05/05
Assignment Date:
     
Due Date:
     
Text of Legislation:  

Amend KRS 17.170 to require the collection of DNA from any person, including any juvenile, who is convicted on or after the effective date of any felony offense, or who is in the custody of the Department of Corrections, the Department of Juvenile Justice, or a local or county jail on the effective date for conviction of a felony offense, or who is on probation, parole, conditional discharge, conditional release or diversion for a felony offense that occurred prior to the effective date; repeal KRS 17.171, 17.172, 17.173, and 17.174.

Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

Currently there are 19,870 persons incarcerated within the Department of Corrections.  DNA testing is conducted at Roederer Correctional Complex for Sex Offenders and any others that require having a DNA sample taken. Current procedures require a blood test.  

Current and proposed legislation would require that a sample blood test, oral swab or sample obtained through a noninvasive procedure would have to be conducted by a physician, registered nurse, phlebotomist, medical technician or medical technologist.  Additional staff could be needed at the DOC Roederer Correctional Complex, where state inmates are processed for intake into the Department of Corrections, so that the medical procedure could be conducted.  

The Department of Corrections Probation and Parole would have a different situation.  The Individuals that were never incarcerated and places on probation for a felony offense would still be required to submit a DNA sample.  Arrangements would have to be made with local Doctors offices or with a local Health Department in order to have the DNA test administered by a medical professional.  

Current legislation establishes a Class D felony for tampering with any DNA sample collected under this section or it container without lawful authority.  The number of samples would grow considerably with the proposed legislation.  Additionally the number of persons preparing, handling and processing the samples would grow as well.  It is difficult to determine the impact of the proposed legislation would be, but the potential for having a sample tampered with would grow exponentially.  

Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
The costs for the processing the tests would not fall on DOC due to the tests being provided by and submitted to the Kentucky State Police Laboratory, however costs for administering the tests would appear through increased man hours.  In addition, there would be costs for the purchasing of the tests.  It is not clear at this time where the funds for purchasing the test would come from. 

The costs to Probation and Parole would be in man power hours.  Officers would have to ensure that offenders were having the tests taken and possibly transport offenders to the location where the tests would have to be conducted.  In addition there could be costs for contracting with medical personnel or the Health Department in order to have the test administered.  

NOTE:  In all cases, consideration should be given to the cumulative impact of all bills that increase the felon population or that impose new obligations on the Department of Corrections
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