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A RESOLUTION declaring March 2006 as kidney disease month in Kentucky.

WHEREAS, chronic kidney disease is a debilitating condition that affects one in nine Americans; and

WHEREAS, this disease progresses in five identifiable stages from minor or moderate loss of kidney function to kidney failure where the body can no longer process certain toxins or properly regulate blood pressure or critical nutrients; and

WHEREAS, in stage five of the disease, end-stage renal failure, the patient must undergo kidney dialysis several times a week or receive a kidney transplant; and

WHEREAS, chronic kidney disease is projected to cost over $20 billion for the national health system by the year 2010; and

WHEREAS, chronic kidney disease has been identified as a focus area by the United States Surgeon General in the Healthy People 2010 initiative; and

WHEREAS, early kidney disease has few signs or symptoms and laboratory tests are vital for screening and diagnosis of kidney disease; and

WHEREAS, evidence-based clinical guidelines developed by scientists and renal experts and published in numerous peer-reviewed journals could save the lives of countless Kentuckians; and

WHEREAS, with years of research, there are now simple and cost-effective means of identification and diagnosis of chronic kidney disease in its early stages, including glomerular filtration rate, and associated morbidities, including diabetes and cardiovascular disease; and

WHEREAS, identification of chronic kidney disease and treatment of the various associated morbidities in their early stages will improve patient quality of life, delay the onset of end-stage renal failure, and reduce health care expenditures;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives declares March, 2006 as kidney disease month in Kentucky.

Section 2.   The House of Representatives strongly encourages the health care community to work collaboratively with advocates throughout the Commonwealth in the fight against chronic kidney disease. The House of Representatives strongly encourages the development of a plan by the health care community and advocates for early identification and treatment, including the promotion of modern testing recommended by the National Institutes of Health, including glomerular filtration rate, evaluation of new testing and treatment options, targeting of high-risk populations, and management of patients with chronic kidney disease.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the secretary of the Cabinet for Health and Family Services, the commissioner of the Department for Public Health in the Cabinet for Health and Family Services, the Kentucky Medical Association, and the National Kidney Foundation of Kentucky.
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