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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Carlos Wilson Rucker.

WHEREAS, Carlos Wilson Rucker, known to his friends as "Buddy," grew up in Madisonville, Kentucky, and was a 1959 graduate of Madisonville High School. He served two tours of duty in Vietnam, first as a medic in the United States Air Force from June 14, 1962, until June 13, 1966, then as a medic in the United States Army from December 29, 1966, until he was killed in action on March 26, 1969. He was a member of the 254th Detachment Helicopter Ambulance based in Nha Trang, South Vietnam, a "Dustoff" crew whose motto, "You call, we haul," meant that they provided medical aid or rescue to anyone, not just American military; and

WHEREAS, on March 26, 1969, Mr. Rucker and his crew volunteered to rescue two wounded South Vietnamese troops, and on the second attempt to hover and hoist two allied wounded soldiers, his Huey helicopter was shot down by an enemy rocket. Carlos Wilson Rucker was a highly decorated soldier, having earned the Bronze Star with V Device; the National Defense Service Medal; the Vietnam Service Medal; the Air Medal with first and second Oak Leaf Cluster; the Purple Heart with three Oak Leaf Clusters; the Good Conduct Medal; the Expert Rifle Badge with Bar; the Vietnam Campaign Ribbon; and the Aircraft Crewman Badge, for his heroic action, sacrifice, and duty to his country. He was also awarded the Vietnam Gallantry Cross with Palm Leaf by the South Vietnamese government, and was buried with honors in the National Cemetery in Nashville, Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, because this American hero enlisted from Tennessee and reenlisted from California, the Commonwealth of Kentucky has not had the occasion to recognize Carlos Wilson "Buddy" Rucker for his valor, bravery, and selfless devotion to this great nation;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives honors the memory of this brave American soldier, and expresses the thanks of a grateful Commonwealth to the family of Carlos Wilson Rucker.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Carlos Wilson Rucker, an American hero.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Gentleman from Hopkins 10 for presentation to the Rucker family.
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