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A RESOLUTION encouraging the public colleges and universities of the Commonwealth to recruit and offer scholarships to athletically and academically gifted students from Kentucky.

WHEREAS, the General Assembly established in the Postsecondary Education Improvement Act of 1997 a finding that "the general welfare and material well-being of citizens of the Commonwealth of Kentucky depend in large measure upon the development of a well-educated and highly trained workforce"; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly has made significant investments in Kentucky's P-16 educational system, including recent General Fund appropriations to the public colleges and universities of almost one billion dollars annually, with an overarching goal to increase the standard of living and improve the quality of life of its citizens; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky's public postsecondary institutions use a portion of their total revenue to fund grants and scholarships to students on the basis of academic merit and athletic ability, as well as financial need; and

WHEREAS, there are many graduates of Kentucky's elementary and secondary education system who are gifted athletes, scholars, and artists who are worthy of support in pursuit of excellence in their chosen areas of concentration; and

WHEREAS, the identification, recruitment, encouragement, and financial support of these high-achieving future leaders of Kentucky is crucial to the successful realization of a better future for the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body strongly encourages Kentucky public postsecondary institutions to be assiduous in identifying, recruiting, and offering grants and scholarships to its own "best and brightest" young people who are gifted athletes, artists, scientists, and scholars.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives shall send nine copies of this Resolution to President Tom Layzell, Council on Postsecondary Education, 1024 Capital Center Drive, Suite 320, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601, for distribution to the Presidents of Eastern Kentucky University, the Kentucky Community and Technical College System, Kentucky State University, Morehead State University, Murray State University, Northern Kentucky University, the University of Kentucky, the University of Louisville, and Western Kentucky University.
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