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A RESOLUTION in support of efforts to protect the waters of eastern Kentucky from the effects of the discharge of mine water in Virginia by CONSOL Energy.

WHEREAS, in general, coal-waste dams and mine water continue to pose increasing risks to property and life, and other potential economic damage; and 

WHEREAS, CONSOL Energy has applied for a permit from the Virginia Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy to allow the company to discharge approximately one billion gallons of water from the Buchanan No. 1 mine into the Levisa Fork of the Big Sandy River; and

WHEREAS, The Big Sandy River is the main source of drinking water for Pike County; and

WHEREAS, Fishtrap Lake in Pike County, Kentucky is formed from the impoundment of the Levisa Fork tributary to the Big Sandy River and is a major contributor to the tourist and local recreational economy of Pike County; and

WHEREAS, due to the steepness of its topography, the size of its watershed, its proximity to logging and mining operations, and mine fires, Fishtrap Lake has a history of continuous and significant siltation and debris problems greater than other impounded lakes, and requires inordinate maintenance to keep it clean, safe, and usable for tourists and local citizens; and

WHEREAS, although Fishtrap is contained wholly within Pike County, Kentucky, 80% of its drainage basin watershed is contained within the Commonwealth of Virginia; and

WHEREAS, the Attorney General of the Commonwealth of Kentucky and more than one thousand citizens of Pike County by petition are seeking to prevent the potential pollution of the waters of the Levisa Fork, the Big Sandy, and Fishtrap Lake, and the drinking water supplies in eastern Kentucky;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky herein expresses support for the Attorney General of Kentucky, the citizens of eastern Kentucky, and others in their efforts to protect the waters of the Levisa Fork, the Big Sandy River, and Fishtrap Lake, and urges the Commonwealth of Virginia to ensure that a discharge permit, if granted to CONSOL Energy for release of mine water from Buchanan No. 1 in Virginia, makes such requirements as are necessary to prevent any harm to the waters of Kentucky or to the people of Kentucky who depend upon these waters.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate shall send a copy of this Resolution to the Attorney General of the Commonwealth of Kentucky; the Judge Executive of Pike County, Kentucky; the Director of the Virginia Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy; and the Honorable Tim Kaine, Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia.
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