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Bill Number:
HB81 
Subject:
AN ACT relating to crimes and punishments.


Sponsor(s):
M. Denham 
Introduction Date: 1/2/2007
Assignment Date: 1/3/2007
Due Date:      
Summary of Legislation
	Create a new section of KRS Chapter 514 relating to theft offenses to establish the monetary value of property; amend KRS 514.030 relating to theft by unlawful taking or disposition to increase penalties for theft at higher dollar levels; amend KRS 514.040 relating to theft by deception to increase penalties for theft at higher dollar levels and for theft of firearm or anhydrous ammonia; amend KRS 514.050 relating to theft of property lost, mislaid, or delivered by mistake to increase penalties for theft at higher dollar levels and for theft of firearm or anhydrous ammonia; amend KRS 514.060 relating to theft of services to increase penalties for theft at higher dollar levels; amend KRS 514.070 relating to theft by failure to make required disposition of property to increase penalties for theft at higher dollar levels and for theft of firearm or anhydrous ammonia; amend KRS 514.080 relating to theft by extortion to increase penalties for theft at higher dollar levels and for theft of firearm or anhydrous ammonia; amend KRS 514.090 relating to theft of labor already rendered to increase penalties for theft at higher dollar levels; amend KRS 514.110 relating to receiving stolen property to increase penalties for theft at higher dollar levels and for receiving stolen firearm or anhydrous ammonia.


Summary/External Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (Describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups):   FORMDROPDOWN 

	Theft of any quantity of anhydrous ammonia would be a Class D Felony. Given Kentucky’s serious methamphetamine problem, it is conceivable that a number of offenders could be convicted of this new crime resulting in an almost immediate impact upon the Class D population and jail budget. Theft of anhydrous ammonia in any amount would be a Class B Felony if the offender intends to use the substance for the manufacture of methamphetamine.  This could have immediate ramifications to DOC’s budget with regard to offenders who would currently be guilty of a misdemeanor, but it would also have broad reaching implications in future years as the impact of longer sentences is realized. A second offense of theft of anhydrous ammonia for the purpose of manufacturing methamphetamine would be a Class A Felony.  This provision would have no immediate implication, but certainly could result in lengthier sentences in future years. The bill makes theft of a firearm a felony regardless of the dollar amount of the firearm. Again, it is conceivable that this could add additional inmates to our Class D jail population. Theft of any item valued more than $10,000 would be elevated to a Class C Felony, which would increase our inmate population.  


Fiscal/Budget or Revenue Impact -- Include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (Identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted. NOTE: In all cases, consideration should be given to the cumulative impact of all bills that increase the felon population or that impose new obligations on the Dept. of Corrections.):

Revenue Impact:  FORMDROPDOWN 

Expenditure Impact:  FORMDROPDOWN 


	This bill increases penalties for theft of firearms, anhydrous ammonia, and goods with higher dollar values. Changes in the felony class would also affect classification, requiring placement of some inmates in more secure medium beds. If enacted it will result in a significant impact on DOC expenditures.


Recommendations:
Position:  FORMDROPDOWN 

Activity:  FORMDROPDOWN 

Short Summary

	This bill would have numerous adverse consequences for DOC’s inmate population, and consequently, its budget. 


Comments
	     


Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 
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