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A RESOLUTION honoring the Ohio County PFC Wesley Phelps Memorial Honor Guard, for helping residents of Ohio and surrounding counties honor the service and sacrifice of veterans by their dedication in performing military honors at veterans' funerals, and participating in other community events.

WHEREAS, in 2003, four gentlemen felt there was a need for an honor guard to perform military honors at veterans' funerals in Ohio County, and took it upon themselves to create the PFC Wesley Phelps Memorial Honor Guard; and

WHEREAS, the honor guard is named after a true military hero, Private First Class Wesley Phelps, who was born in Neafus, Kentucky, and was a United States Marine during World War II; and

WHEREAS, PFC Wesley Phelps chose to cover a live grenade with his own body in order to save the life of his friend and comrade in arms during the battle on Peleliu Island; and

WHEREAS, the indomitable courage and bravery PFC Wesley Phelps displayed, was recognized with his being posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor, the highest military decoration of the United States government; and

WHEREAS, the PFC Wesley Phelps Memorial Honor Guard of Ohio County reflects the dedication of its namesake in their continued service to the veterans and residents of Ohio, Butler, Grayson, and Logan Counties; and

WHEREAS, there are currently 22 active members of the PFC Wesley Phelps Memorial Honor Guard who perform military honors at the funerals of veterans from the region; and

WHEREAS, the PFC Wesley Phelps Memorial Honor Guard has performed military honors at well over 300 funerals since its creation in 2003; and

WHEREAS, the PFC Wesley Phelps Memorial Honor Guard is also called upon to lead parades in communities throughout Ohio County, and elsewhere in the region; and

WHEREAS, the PFC Wesley Phelps Memorial Honor Guard also participates in Veterans Day ceremonies and other programs in the local school systems;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby honor and commend the PFC Wesley Phelps Memorial Honor Guard of Ohio County for their service to the memory of the veterans in Ohio and surrounding counties, and their dedication to their community in their performance of military honors at veterans' funerals and participating in community events.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of the PFC Wesley Phelps Memorial Honor Guard of Ohio County.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Jerry Scoggins, 1115 Clay Street, Hartford, Kentucky 42347.
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