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SUBJECT/TITLE
Juvenile justice

SPONSOR
Rep. Susan Westrom

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Jails; detention facilities; jailers

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

This bill creates, amends, and repeals numerous sections of KRS Chapters 600, 610, 630, 635, and 645 and other statutes to replace the terms "status offense" and "status offender" with either the term "child in need of services" or "children in need of services" as appropriate and defines procedures for dealing with children in need of services; and  specifies that a child in need of services is a child who commits an act that would not be a criminal offense if committed by an adult, such as truancy or running away from home. 

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact is indeterminable and minimal to moderate. Provisions of this bill make it likely that there will be some additional training requirements "...in juvenile detention" "for certified juvenile facility staff..." (currently called, "certified juvenile holding facility staff") who supervise status offenders (now called "children in need of services" by the provisions of this bill). 

The bill provides for detention hearings within 24 hours of the start of detention for "children in need of services" and prohibits secure detention for these status offenders/"children in need of services" after the initial detention hearing.  Additionally, for "children in need of services" who violate court orders the bill provides that detailed detention, hearing, and report procedure requirements be met before issuing court orders requiring secure detention. 

Overall, provisions in this bill restrict the amount of time status offenders, now "children in need of services", can be held in secure facilities. Secure detention for juveniles generally costs about $100 per day. To the extent that the provisions of this bill reduce this time, there may be some reduction in county detention costs. On the other hand, the precise nature and cost of alternatives to secure detention, in specific counties and in individual circumstances, is indeterminable. In some cases it can be equal to (or greater than) secure detention facilities costs; in other cases, less. Finally, to the extent that the bill's provisions require the use of approved secure facilities (by counties which do not have such facilities) there may be some increased revenue to those counties which operate regional juvenile detention facilities and are reimbursed by other counties. 

DATA SOURCE(S)
Norman Lawson (LRC); James Kemper (Franklin County Jailer ); Ted Collins (Chair, Legislative Comm. of the Ky. Peace Officers Association); Harold Taylor (Pres. of the Ky. Jailers assoc.); Pam Lester (LRC)
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