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SUBJECT/TITLE
Amendment to Section 148 of Kentucky Constitution relating to hours of elections

SPONSOR
Rep. Hoby Anderson

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County clerks; precinct election officers

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

Provides for an amendment to the Constitution of Kentucky to be submitted to the voters which changes the voting hours identified in the Constitution from "six o'clock a.m. and seven o'clock p.m." to "six o'clock a.m. and 9:00 p.m." 

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS


The fiscal impact is indeterminate, but likely would be moderate. Currently, the actual hours of elections are set by statute (KRS 118.035) at 6:00 a.m. to:

"At 6 p.m., prevailing time, if voters are waiting at the polls to vote, the precinct election sheriff shall then determine which voter is the last in line, and that voter shall be the last voter who shall be permitted to vote …."

Hence, there is really no established closing hour for the polls. Further, the Constitution actually states immediately after the quoted provision, that the legislature can establish the hours (differently), and it has done so. Hence, if this amendment to the constitution were ratified and no change were made to KRS 118.035, then no real change would be made to existing polling hours.

KRS 117.045 provides that "Each election officer shall be paid a minimum of sixty dollars ($60) per election day served, ..." In practice, they are also paid a small amount for training. Many, if not most counties, pay above the minimum (e.g., Franklin County pays $75 per day).  Election officers are generally paid by the day, rather than by the hour, because of the varying times for poll closings. Therefore, depending on circumstances in a county, adding two hours might cause a demand for an increase in the daily rate. Further, election officers are generally senior citizen and adding two hours to a 12-14 hour day (if, in fact this bill/amendment had that effect) might create difficulties and a need for additional election officers.

DATA SOURCE(S)


Laura Hendrix (LRC); Guy Zigler (Franklin County Clerk)


PREPARER
H. Marks
REVIEW

DATE


Page 2

