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SUBJECT/TITLE
Dog license fees; increasing the fees for dog licenses and commercial kennel licenses and specifying the distribution of funds

SPONSOR
Rep. Gross Lindsey

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
Dog wardens, county animal control departments, dog pounds/animal shelters

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The bill increases the current dog license application fee from $1.50 to $5.00. It provides for dog wardens to be paid $.50 from the $5.00 fee (currently $.25 out of the present $1.50 license fee). $2.50 of the proposed $5.00 fee is to go to the county for animal control (currently $.50 of the $1.50 fee goes to the county). $1.00 of the $5.00 fee is to go to the Animal Control Advisory Board. The livestock fund is to receive $1 of the fee.

The commercial kennel operators (breeding, sale, show, sporting purposes) license fee is raised by this bill from $10 (for 10 or less dogs) and $15 (for more than 10 dogs) to $25 for all commercial kennel operators. Each county is to receive $15 out of this fee, the balance going to the Animal Control Advisory  Board and the livestock fund

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of the bill on local government is indeterminable, but likely will be minimal to moderate. The degree of impact will depend on the individual county and city, the current level of licenses issued, whether or not a local government issues its own license, and the degree to which a significant increase in license fees provides an incentive to issue more licenses. Only 6% of dogs are currently licensed state-wide and although some counties/cities license thousands of dogs, some license almost none. Also, some cities issue their own licenses (some with fees considerably in excess of the current state license fee of $1.50).

There are 118 county dog wardens and 113 dog pounds statewide. On a per-license basis, counties will receive $3.00 of the new $5.00 fee ($2.50 for animal control and $.50 for the dog warden). Currently, a county receives only $.75 of a $1.50 fee ($.50 for animal control and $.25 for the dog warden). Thus, on a per license basis, counties will receive $2.25 (200%) more revenue per license issued under the provisions of this bill than they do presently. If they currently issue many licenses, there will be a meaningful increase in funds for animal control. If they do not, the increased fee (in and of itself) will have little or no effect. On the other hand, the increase in per license revenue from $.75 to $3.00 may provide incentive (make it worthwhile) to license more dogs. 

In cities (or counties) that have their own license and fee (and do not use/collect the state license/fee) the impact is indeterminable. On a per license basis there might not be more revenue since they may already charge more than the state license fee. However, in those cases where owners are currently (or might be) compelled to obtain both the state AND the local license, there could be owner resistance to paying considerably more to license a dog.

As noted above, the license fee for kennels is raised by the provisions of this bill from $10 or $15 (depending on size) to $25 for all kennel licenses, of which the county will now receive $15 for animal control and $.50 for the dog warden (for a total of $15.50). Presently, counties receive a total of $ 6.15 out of a $15.00 kennel fee and $4.15 out of a $10.00 kennel fee. This represents an increase to counties of $9.35 per $15 (large) kennel license, and $11.35  per $10 (small) license.

DATA SOURCE(S)
William Smith (Program Coordinator, Div. of Animal Health, Dept. of agriculture); Biff Baker (LRC))
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