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SUBJECT/TITLE
Precinct write-in voting 

SPONSOR
Rep. Hoby Anderson

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County clerk

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 854 allows a voter to cast a write-in vote in a primary election.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of BR 854 is indeterminable.  The bill would enable voters to cast write-in ballots in primary elections.  Currently, write-ins are allowed only in regular and special elections.  Write-in votes are counted only for candidates who have filed a declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate.  It is assumed that write-in campaigns do not occur with any regularity in the state.

According to James Lewis, the Leslie county clerk and president of the Kentucky County Clerks' Association, the measure could affect clerks' offices.  First, the bill could increase ballot printing costs for primary elections because the ballot would have to be lengthened to allow space for write-ins.  As a rule, primary ballots are generally longer than general election ballots.  The association president said the bill could result in longer primary election days because it takes time to accommodate write-in voters.  He said election workers average working about 13 hours on election day and receive $60 for their services.  Lewis said it is becoming increasingly hard for clerks to hire election poll workers.
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