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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION directing the Legislative Research Commission to establish a Motor Vehicle Insurance Study Group to clarify the issues regarding uninsured drivers and to formulate recommendations to be presented to the 2002 Regular Session of the Kentucky General Assembly.

WHEREAS, motor vehicle insurance policies are written based on the vehicle driven as well as the driving record of the insured individual; and

WHEREAS, rates are impacted by this formula, which increases premiums for persons owning expensive vehicles and for those who live in areas of high theft, high traffic congestion, and other geographic factors; and

WHEREAS, all owners or operators in the Commonwealth are required to have motor vehicle insurance; and

WHEREAS, proof of motor vehicle security is required for licensing of a motor vehicle, for transfer of a motor vehicle, and for other transactions; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly has passed many bills to ensure that Kentuckians comply with the requirement to have motor vehicle insurance; and

WHEREAS, there are still many uninsured drivers in the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky Department of Insurance estimates that one (1) out of every eight (8) drivers in the Commonwealth is uninsured; and

WHEREAS, our present system of ensuring compliance is not solving the problems associated with uninsured drivers;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission shall establish a Motor Vehicle Insurance Study Group to clarify the issues regarding uninsured drivers and to formulate recommendation s to be presented tot he 2002 Regular Session of the Kentucky General Assembly. The study group shall meet beginning not later than October 1, 2000, and shall report back to the Legislative Research Commission with a report that includes recommendations no later than August 15, 2001.

Section 2.   The study group should be composed of twelve persons drawn from the Department of Insurance, the Department of Vehicle Regulation, the Kentucky House of Representatives, and the Kentucky Senate. The Legislative Research Commission shall appoint the members of the study group.

Section 3.   The study group is charged to submit a report to the Legislative Research Commission that addresses, to the fullest extent possible, the following questions:

(a)
What percentage of drivers in the Commonwealth are uninsured?

(b)
Is there a profile that describes an uninsured motorist?

(c)
What are the key issues regarding uninsured motorists?

(d)
If insurers notify the Transportation Cabinet when motorists drop insurance coverage, why is this system not working? 

(e)
How have other states addressed the problem of uninsured motorists? and

(f)
What can Kentucky do about uninsured motorists?

Section 4.   Provisions of this resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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