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A JOINT RESOLUTION creating the Task Force on Bridging the Technology Gap and making an appropriation therefor.

WHEREAS, the Internet is a nascent, rapidly diffusing technology that promises to become the economic underpinning for all successful countries in the new global economy; and

WHEREAS, the dramatic growth of electronic commerce, the development of information technology industries, and online educational opportunities are changing the way Kentuckians work, communicate, purchase goods, and obtain information and education; and

WHEREAS, as computers become the conduit through which society accesses information and services, and computer literacy becomes a baseline job skill, it is important to ensure that all Kentuckians have access to computers and the Internet; and

WHEREAS, although Internet use has soared over the last year, a number of studies have revealed that the digital divide--disparities in access to telephones, personal computers, and the Internet across certain demographic groups--is widening significantly; and

WHEREAS, a 1999 study by the federal government's National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) shows that the levels of access to computers and the Internet differ substantially according to income, education level, race, household type, and geography; and

WHEREAS, the NTIA study shows a growing gap between the technology "haves and have nots," citing such examples as: (1) Those with a college degree are more than eight times as likely to have a computer at home, and nearly sixteen times as likely to have home Internet access, as those with an elementary school education, (2) A high-income household in an urban area is more than twenty times as likely as a rural, low-income household to have Internet access, (3) A child in a low-income White family is three times as likely to have Internet access as a child in a comparable African-American family, and (4) A child in a dual-parent White household is nearly twice as likely to have Internet access as a child in a White single-parent household, while a child in a dual-parent African-American family is almost four times as likely to have access as a child in a single-parent African-American household; and

WHEREAS, access to computers and the Internet and the ability to use this technology effectively are becoming increasingly important for Kentuckians' full participation in America's economic, governmental, and social life; and

WHEREAS, bridging the gap between the technology "haves" and "have nots" requires the combined efforts of government, business, and nonprofit organizations;

WHEREAS, 

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   There is hereby created a Task Force on Bridging the Technology Gap as a subgroup of the Kentucky Information Technology Advisory Council within the Governor's Office for Technology. The task force shall study the current and widening digital divide in the Commonwealth, develop and implement a plan to bridge the gap, and establish two (2) pilot projects.

Section 2.   The membership of the task force shall consist of: 

(1)
The following members of the Kentucky Information Technology Advisory Council:

(a)
The Chief Information Officer of the Commonwealth or her designee;

(b)
The State Librarian or his designee;

(c)
The one (1) representative from the public universities appointed by the Governor from a list of three (3) persons submitted by the Council on Postsecondary Education;

(d)
The two (2) representatives of local government appointed by the Governor;

(e)
The chair of the Public Service Commission or a designee;

(f)
The two (2) members of the Kentucky General Assembly, one (1) from each chamber, selected by the Legislative Research Commission;

(g)
The representative from the public schools system appointed by the Governor;

(h)
The representative from the Chamber of Commerce; and

(2)
The following additional members:

(a)
One (1) member representing state university Departments of Agriculture appointed by the Governor from a list of three (3) names submitted by the President of the Council on Postsecondary Education;

(b)
One (1) member representing the state community and technical colleges appointed by the Governor from a list of three names submitted by the President of the Kentucky Community and Technical College System;

(c)
One (1) member representing the Department of Education who has experience and technical expertise in providing access to and use of computers and the Internet in the public schools;

(d)
One (1) member representing the Kentucky Association of Counties appointed by the Governor;

(e)
One (1) member representing the Kentucky League of Cities appointed by the Governor;

(f)
One (1) member representing local libraries appointed by the Governor;

(g)
Two (2) representatives from business and industry, appointed by the Governor, who demonstrate an interest in efforts to provide access to computers and the Internet, including the development of public-private partnerships;

(h)
One (1) member representing private, nonprofit charitable organizations with an expressed interest in providing access to computers and the Internet for technology have nots;

(i)
The Director of the Long-Term Policy Research Center or his designee;

(j)
One (1) member of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker, to serve in an advisory capacity to the commission; and

(k)
One member of the Senate appointed by the President of the Senate, to serve in an advisory capacity to the commission.

Section 3.   The Chief Information Officer or her designee shall serve as chair. The Governor's Office for Technology shall provide necessary staff and administrative assistance. Members of the task force shall receive no compensation except that those members required by their task force duties to travel to Frankfort shall receive reimbursement for their actual and necessary expenses. Appointed members of the task force shall serve for a term of two (2) years.

Section 4.   The task force shall:

(1)
Review the current status of the digital divide in the Commonwealth with special emphasis on the situation for Kentuckians, in both urban and rural areas, who have low income and low education;

(2)
Assess what is needed throughout the state to provide access to computers and the Internet for the technology have nots, including such ingredients as infrastructure, high-speed access, and the training needed to assist them;

(3)
Develop and implement a five (5) year plan for closing the technology gap between the haves and have nots that includes but is not limited to:

(a)
Identification and implementation of existing federal and private nonprofit programs and funding that would effect the goals of the task force;

(b)
Creation of partnerships between government, industry, and nonprofit organizations that would assist in narrowing the digital divide in the Commonwealth; and

(c)
Development of criteria for and implementation of at least two (2) pilot programs to address improving access to computers and the Internet. At least one (1) pilot program shall address access from a rural area and at least one (1) pilot program shall address access from an urban area;

(6)
Promote competition and broadened access to computers and the Internet;

(7)
Promote expanding access to computer and the Internet through the expansion of community access centers, such as schools, libraries, and other public facilities;

(8)
Promote awareness of the opportunities available to the citizens of the Commonwealth through access to computers and the Internet; and

(9)
Issue a report to the Governor and the Legislative Research Commission by September 1, 2001, and September 1, 2004.

Section 5.   The task force shall expire upon the date of sine die of the 2004 General Assembly unless reestablished by the General Assembly.

Section 6.   There is hereby appropriated from the general fund the amount of two hundred fifty thousand dollars ($250,000) for fiscal year 2000-2001 to the Governor's Office for Technology for the purpose of accomplishing the mission of the task force. Notwithstanding KRS 45.229, any remaining appropriation at the end of fiscal year 2000-2001 shall not lapse but shall be carried forward into fiscal year 2001-2002.

Section 7.   In the event that the Governor's reorganization Executive Order 99-1359, dated October 6, 1999, creating the Governor's Office for Technology and the Kentucky Information Technology Advisory Council, is not confirmed by the 2000 General Assembly, references in Sections 1, 2, and 6 of this Act to the Governor's Office for Technology and the Kentucky Information Technology Advisory Council shall be deleted, and in lieu thereof, in Section 1, the Task Force on Bridging the Technology Gap shall be attached to the Chief Information Officer for the Commonwealth; in Section 2, the membership of the Task Force shall consist of the total listed persons named in Section 2 of this Act; and in Section 6, the appropriation shall be made to the Chief Information Officer for the Commonwealth for the purpose of accomplishing the mission of the task force.
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