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A JOINT RESOLUTION establishing a Civil War Battlefield Task Force.

WHEREAS, the Nation's Civil War has deep historical and cultural significance in Kentucky, because as a state separating the Union North and the Southern Confederacy, it suffered the division of Kentucky families and friends, who were compelled to fight one another and who were among more than 21,000 killed or wounded on Kentucky's battlefields in that bloody four-year conflict; and

WHEREAS, both Civil War Presidents, Union President Abraham Lincoln and Confederacy President Jefferson Davis, were born in Kentucky within 100 miles and nine months of each other; and 

WHEREAS, the Perryville Battlefield State Historic Site commemorates one of the bloodiest battles of the Civil War, and the most important engagement fought in Kentucky, in which over 100,000 troops fought one another and casualties exceeded 7400, and it is considered as decisive as any battle fought during the entire four-year conflict; and

WHEREAS, the Columbus-Belmont State Park, located on the Mississippi River in Columbus, Kentucky, is the site of the Confederate fortress, Fort De Russey, where 19,000 troops manned several river gun boats and 140 heavy guns situated on the river bluffs, and was in 1861 the site of the first Civil War battle of the Union's Western campaign under Gen. Ulysses S. Grant; and 

WHEREAS, eleven principal Civil War battlefield sites located within the Commonwealth are identified as significant by the Civil War Sites Advisory Commission's Survey, conducted under the Kentucky Civil War Sites Preservation Program; and

WHEREAS, the American Battlefield Protection Program (ABPP), created in 1990 within the US. Department of the Interior, established the American Battlefield Protection Foundation, known as the Civil War Trust. Recognizing their significance, that trust has authenticated and nationally promotes 50 Kentucky Civil War Discovery Trail Sites, and has awarded grants for the preservation of Kentucky battlefields, including a $300,000 grant to help preserve Kentucky's Perryville Battlefield in pristine condition; and

WHEREAS, the Perryville Battlefield Commission, in developing a Perryville interpretive and management plan, recommended the creation of a Kentucky Civil War Battlefield Task Force, to focus efforts to preserve and promote all of Kentucky's historic Civil War sites and battlefields; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky is proud of the efforts of its Department of Parks and Tourism Development Cabinet, which in the last decade have restored and maintained the Civil War battlefield in Perryville, Kentucky, which accurately represents period conditions and hosts a nationally recognized battle reenactment, drawing 10,000 participants and observers annually; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Tourism Development Cabinet, with local, state and national Civil War site preservation organizations, recognizes the economic, educational, historic, cultural, and environmental advantages of preserving and promoting Kentucky's Civil War battlefield sites;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   There is created the Kentucky Civil War Battlefield Task Force, to determine the preservation, maintenance and promotional development needs of all Civil War battlefield sites in Kentucky. The Task Force shall operate during the 2000-2100 interim and present its findings and recommendations to the Kentucky General Assembly by October 2001.

Section 2.   Membership of the Task Force shall consist of: four (4) members of the Kentucky House of Representatives, appointed by the Speaker of the House; four (4) members of the Kentucky Senate, appointed by the President of the Senate; four (4) historians with experience or interest in Civil War battle history, appointed by the Governor; four local government public officials elected from areas containing a Civil War battlefield, appointed by the Governor; and two (2) interested citizens, appointed by the Governor.

Section 3.   The Task Force shall meet as soon as practicable after the eighteen (18) members are appointed and thereafter shall meet at least once a month and at the call of the chair. The Task Force shall elect a chair from one of its legislative members.

Section 4.   Members of the Task Force shall serve without compensation. However, nonlegislative members shall be reimbursed for their necessary travel expenses actually incurred in the discharge of their duties on the Task Force, and legislative members shall be paid at the same per diem rate they receive for interim legislative meeting attendance. The Task Force is authorized to visit historic Civil War sites as it deems essential to carry out its mission.

Section 5.   The Task Force shall be attached to the Tourism Development Cabinet for administrative and staffing purposes.
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