HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

KENTUCKY GENERAL ASSEMBLY AMENDMENT FORM

2000 REGULAR SESSION

Amend printed copy of SJR 57/HCS

On page 1, following the first "WHEREAS" clause, by inserting:

"WHEREAS, James Madison stated in his "Remonstrance of 1785" against a proposal by the General Assembly of Virginia establishing teachers of Christian religion in the schools:


"We remonstrate against the said bill: 1. Because we hold it for a fundamental and undeniable truth, "That religion or the duty which we owe to our Creator and the manner of discharging it, can be directed only by reason and conviction, not by force and violence. . . ." It is the duty of every man to render to the Creator such homage, and such only, as he believes acceptable to him. 3. Because it is proper to take alarm at the first experiment on our liberties. Who does not see that the same authority which can establish Christianity, in exclusion of all other religions, may establish with the same ease any particular sect of Christians, in the exclusion of all other sects? That the same authority which can force a citizen to contribute three pence only of his property for support of any one establishment may force him to conform to any other establishment in all cases whatsoever? While we assert for ourselves a freedom to embrace, to profess, and to observe the religion which we believe to be of divine origin, we cannot deny an equal freedom to those whose minds have not yet yielded to the evidence which convinced us. . . . such a government will be best supported by protecting every citizen in the enjoyment of his religion with the same equal hand which protects his person and his property; by neither invading the equal rights of any sect, nor suffering any sect to invade those of another. . . . Because the proposed establishment is a departure from that generous policy, which, offering asylum to the persecuted and oppressed of every nation and religion, promised a luster to our country and an accession to the number of its citizens. . . . Distant as it may be, in its present form, from the inquisition, it differs from it only in degree. The one is the first step, the other is the last in the career of intolerance"; and"
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