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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of WHAS-TV.

WHEREAS, WHAS-TV began its historic electronic journey on March 27, 1950, with a local newscast, complete with newsreel, dedicated to serving the public, and promising "Today's News Today," a motto that continues in the new millennium; and

WHEREAS, at its inception in 1950, WHAS-TV produced a number of live shows that are fondly remembered by many viewers today, such as "T-Bar-V Ranch Time," featuring local children celebrating their birthdays, and starring Randy Atcher and the late Cactus Tom Brooks; the "Hayloft Hoe-down," featuring Randy Atcher, Cactus Tom Brooks, and a host of visiting country western singers; "The Moral Side of the News," one of the longest running shows in television history that continues to be aired today, and one of the first television programs to have an ecumenical panel of ministers discussing news topics from various moral perspectives; and 

WHEREAS, other ground-breaking shows included "Walton Calling," a show in which WHAS-TV personality, the late Jim Walton, talked to guests and entertained the public with music from a studio band; "Small Talk," a daily show hosted by pioneering female journalist Phyllis Knight, which was aimed at homemakers; and the long popular "Weekend Gardener," hosted by the late Fred Wiche, whose tips on planting and harvesting were listened to not only by urban folk with small gardens, but also by professional farmers whose livelihood depended on Fred and his tips; and

WHEREAS, WHAS-TV produced documentaries on a variety of problems facing Kentucky; shot in the mid 60's, "Scars on the Mountainside" showed the tragedy of strip-mining in Eastern and Western Kentucky, and life in areas threatened by "spoil banks," the 1970's brought the first local television undercover story called "Open City" that won numerous journalistic awards; in 1955, WHAS-TV reported on the social changes tearing Sturgess, Kentucky, apart because of the integration of public schools; in 1958, WHAS-TV reporters captured the tragedy of the Prestonsburg school bus crash into the flooding Lavisa River, killing twenty four students and their driver; and the television station aired the dramatic eyewitness accounts of the 1974 tornado that heavily damaged sections of Louisville, with a helicopter pilot, the late Dick Gilbert, following the twisting 11 mile path of destruction that began at the Kentucky State Fairgrounds and ended in Oldham County; and

WHEREAS, it is in public service that WHAS-TV has won the most recognition and honors; the Crusade For Children will mark its forty-seventh telecast in June, 2000. Supported by firefighters, church groups, unions, businesses, schools, service clubs, and state and local officials, Crusade for Children has raised more than $77 million for Kentucky and Southern Indiana agencies that help children with a variety of handicaps; and, in 1999, over $5.9 million was contributed to the Crusade, with 188 agencies and special needs programs receiving Crusade Grants on dollars being spent for special education teachers and various therapists, specially equipped school buses, classroom computers and software packages for special education classrooms, and state-of-the-art life saving equipment for the University of Louisville's Pediatric Care Division and for Kosair Children's Hospital;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body is indeed proud and honored to recognize WHAS-TV for fifty years of dedicated service and commitment to the citizens of this great Commonwealth. We wish to WHAS-TV success in all future endeavors.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of WHAS-TV.

Section 3. The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to WHAS-TV, P. O. Box 1100, Louisville, Kentucky 40201.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to WHAS-TV, P. O. Box 1100, Louisville, Kentucky 40201.
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