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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of J. Freeland "Doc" Hicks.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to J. Freeland "Doc" Hicks, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, J. Freeland "Doc" Hicks was born on June 15, 1918, a native of Paducah, and longtime resident of Lone Oak, McCracken County, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds on November 21, 2000; and

WHEREAS, J. Freeland "Doc" Hicks was the loving son of the late Ed and Beatrice Harper Hicks, and he was also preceded in death by a brother and sister; he was the devoted husband of fifty-six years to Evelyn Overby Hicks; he was the adored father of a son, Jimmy Hicks, and a daughter, Teresa Hicks Stone, both of Lone Oak; he was the caring brother of a sister, Margie Cooper, of Lone Oak; and he was the proud grandfather of three grandsons, Chris Hicks and Josh Hicks, both of Lone Oak, and Scott Stone, of Sarasota, Florida, and two great-grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, J. Freeland "Doc" Hicks graduated from Lone Oak High School where he was elected president of the freshman, sophomore, junior, and senior classes, and he also sang in the choir, played in the band, and was on the basketball team; and in 1938, before graduating, he was elected the most popular boy in the school; and many years later, in 1953, he donated a public address system that was used in the school gymnasium; he attended Texas Chiropractic College where he served for two years as president of the Delta Sigma Chi fraternity; in college, he became the second graduate in the school's history to be awarded a plaque for "outstanding collegiate activity, achievement and personal integrity;" he returned to Lone Oak and practiced as a chiropractor for eighteen years, after which time he was employed by the Jefferson Distributing Company of Louisville with routes in McCracken and Fulton Counties; and he served his country with pride in the United States Army Medical Corps during World War II; and

WHEREAS, J. Freeland "Doc" Hicks was an esteemed member of the Lone Oak community where he was a member of the Lone Oak Church of Christ; he was a charter member of the Lone Oak Lions Club, and held every office, including serving for twenty-three years as chairman of the Antique Gas and Steam Engine Show, one of the most successful and popular activities of any civic group in the region; he was dedicated to the charities and work of the Lions Club, bringing in 70 members to the club, and helped organize Lions Clubs in Concord, Hendron, Bardwell, La Center, and Reidland communities; he is in the Kentucky Lions Club Hall of Fame, and in 1986, he was named a Melvin Jones Fellow, the highest award offered by Lions Clubs International; and through the Lions Club, he made many efforts to improve the community, including helping to form a water district, a sewer district, a volunteer fire department, and the four-laning of U. S. Highway 45 from Lone Oak to Paducah; it was also through his efforts beginning in 1956, that a community park was established in Lone Oak, and he volunteered hundreds of hours to develop and expand the 25-acre tract that now features the Lions Community Building, baseball fields, tennis courts, and picnic shelters; and in a 1996 ceremony, it deservingly became "Doc" Hicks Park; and

WHEREAS, J. Freeland "Doc" Hicks was a Boy Scout master, and he created a center in Lone Oak where teenagers could socialize; he was involved with promoting tourism in the community and was a longtime member of the Paducah Ambassadors, also known as the Red Coats. The group greets visitors and members serve as hosts and tour guides, and "Doc" Hicks played a special role by dressing in a white or black suit and portraying a Kentucky Colonel; and he also served as vice chairman of the Carson Park Board from the time it was organized in 1984 until his passing, and he played a major role in improving the park; and

WHEREAS, J. Freeland "Doc" Hicks will also be remembered for an elaborate Christmas light display that attracted thousands of visitors each year at his home on Gum Springs Road; he started the display in 1971, and expanded each year until it became one of the largest light displays in western Kentucky and southern Illinois, using the light show to help charities by encouraging visitors to donate canned goods and cash as they passed his house; he eventually donated the display to the City of Paducah, and it is now part of an even larger display each holiday season in Noble Park; and

WHEREAS, the passing of J. Freeland "Doc" Hicks has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of J. Freeland "Doc" Hicks, and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   The passion, dedication, intelligence, and social consciousness J. Freeland "Doc" Hicks brought to this Commonwealth will never be forgotten, and his influence will continue through his loving family and all the lives he touched.

Section 3.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of J. Freeland "Doc" Hicks.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Evelyn Overby Hicks, 685 South Gum Springs Road, Paducah, Kentucky 42003.
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