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Text of Legislation:

Create new sections of KRS Chapter 508 to create the crimes of terroristic threatening in the first degree and terroristic threatening in the second degree and to describe the elements of and penalties for those crimes; amend KRS 508.080 relating to terroristic threatening to conform and to redescribe the crime as terroristic threatening in the third degree; create new sections of KRS Chapter 527 to create the crimes of use of a weapon of mass destruction in the second degree and to describe the elements of and penalties for those crimes; amend KRS 500.080 relating to definitions for the Kentucky Penal Code to define a weapon of mass destruction as a destructive device as defined in KRS 237.030 or a chemical, biological, or radiological weapon capable of causing death or serious physical injury; amend KRS 532.025 relating to aggravating circumstances in death penalty cases to include use of a weapon of mass destruction.



Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

According to information provided by the Department of Education, there are approximately 70 bomb threats made per year in Kentucky at various school facilities statewide.  Based upon this incident rate as well as anticipated apprehension and conviction rates, the Department of Corrections estimates this bill could add 1 new inmate in the first year of passage of the bill and 2 in following years for Terroristic Threatening I with a minimum 10 year sentence each year.  In addition, the number committed for Terroristic Threatening II with a minimum sentence of 5 years could be as many as 5 additional inmates per year. 

Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
Based upon estimates cited above, passage of this bill could result in 6 additional inmates in FY02 at a cost of $145,500 and 13 additional inmates in FY03 at a cost of $323,000.  The number of additional inmates in prison would continue to grow each year as a net result of new commitments and releases until it leveled off at 16 additional inmates in FY10.
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