COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY
LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH COMMISSION
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
LOCAL MANDATE FISCAL IMPACT ESTIMATE

2001 REGULAR SESSION
2000-2001 INTERIM

MEASURE

2000 RS BR 
 900


Amendment:

Committee

Floor

Bill #:
 HB 248

Amendment #


SUBJECT/TITLE
Charitable Gaming

SPONSOR
Rep. Jim Stewart

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
Volunteer Fire Departments

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing

Adds New
X
Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

House Bill 248 prohibits licensed charitable organizations from selling pulltabs at any facility where bingo sessions are held.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The impact of HB 248 is indeterminable, but is thought to be substantial.  While local governments are not included in the category of licensed charitable organizations, organizations such as volunteer fire departments and other local volunteer organizations may be.  There are currently 52 volunteer fire departments registered with the Department of Charitable Gaming as licensed charitable organizations.  Volunteer fire department officials with organized bingo sessions reported that prohibiting the sale of pull tabs would have a substantial impact on their revenue.  Volunteer fire department officials with bingo operations stated that pulltab sales provide roughly $1,500 to $2,000 per week in profit for each volunteer fire department that sponsors bingo operations.  Officials said they use the proceeds from pulltab sales to purchase equipment, fuel, vehicles, and other materials necessary to the function of their fire departments.  Officials said the proceeds from bingo sales do not break even and without the revenue generated by the pulltab sales they would be forced to discontinue the bingo sessions and lose a valuable source of revenue.

DATA SOURCE(S)
Jaime Franklin, LRC; Patty Castle, Department of Charitable Gaming; Scott Jones, General Counsel, Department of Charitable Gaming;

Chief Russ Clark, Garrard County Fire District #1; Ronnie Creech,

Cumberland River Volunteer Fire Department

PREPARER
Tom Hewlett
REVIEW

DATE
2/21/01

Page 2

