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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION creating the Hospital Medical Errors Task Force.

WHEREAS, the Institute of Medicine has released a report on medical errors that calls for the creation of a national center for patient safety and a nationwide, mandatory public error reporting system, as well as an increased role of the public health system and health insurers in monitoring and implementing patient safety practices and the development of a new culture among hospitals and health care organizations in which safety is the top priority; and

WHEREAS, on December 7, 1999, President Clinton signed an Executive Order that charged a Quality Interagency Coordination Task Force to work with the Department of Health and Human Services, the Department of Labor, and other federal agencies and offices to evaluate the feasibility and advisability of the recommendations contained in the Institute of Medicine's report; and

WHEREAS, it is estimated that medical errors kill over 44,000 people in United States hospitals each year; and

WHEREAS, medical errors can prolong hospitalizations, subjecting often unknowing patients to otherwise unnecessary treatments; and

WHEREAS, both public and private payors for health services pay more for services that are rendered as a result of medical errors, and many times these payors, as well as the patients, are not aware that the services provided were the result of medical errors;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Hospital Medical Errors Task Force is created and shall consist of the following 17 members:

(1)
Three senators, chosen by the President of the Senate;

(2)
Three representatives, chosen by the Speaker of the House of Representatives;

(3)
Secretary of the Cabinet for Health Services, or his or her designee;

(4)
Commissioner of the Department for Public Health, or his or her designee;

(5)
Commissioner of the Department of Insurance, or his or her designee;

(6)
One member chosen by the Legislative Research Commission from a list of three physicians to be submitted by the Kentucky Medical Association, or his or her designee;

(7)
One member chosen by the Legislative Research Commission from a list of three nurses to be submitted by the Kentucky Nurses Association;

(8)
Dean of the University of Louisville School of Medicine, or his or her designee;

(9)
Dean of the University of Kentucky School of Medicine, or his or her designee;

(10)
Dean of the Pikeville College School of Osteopathic Medicine, or his or her designee; and

(11)
Three advocates of patients' rights chosen by the Legislative Research Commission from a list of three names to be submitted by each of the following organizations: Kentucky Welfare Reform Coalition; American Civil Liberties Union; and the Kentucky Trial Lawyers Association.

Section 2.   The task force shall:

(1)
Evaluate the effectiveness of hospital medical data collection by the Cabinet for Health Services;

(2)
Investigate the extent and nature of medical errors occurring in Kentucky's hospitals;

(3)
Evaluate staffing patterns by Kentucky's hospitals;

(4)
Evaluate charges for medical services that have resulted from medical errors in hospitals;

(5)
Evaluate the cost to health insurance plans as a result of charges resulting from medical errors in hospitals;

(6)
Review medical error reporting systems from around the United States;

(7)
Evaluate any other hospital safety or medical error issue that it deems important;

(8)
Survey, at its discretion, consumers, health care providers, and hospitals regarding medical errors issues;

(9)
Make recommendations to reduce the incidence of medical errors occurring in hospitals; and

(10)
Report to the Legislative Research Commission and the Interim Joint Committee on Health and Welfare no later than November 1, 2001.

Section 3.   The task force may hold public hearings on a regional basis throughout the state, take testimony, and make its investigation in the locations deemed necessary by the chair of the task force.

Section 4.   The co-chairs of the Legislative Research Commission shall select a chair and a vice chair of the task force.

Section 5.   Nonlegislative members shall serve without pay, but shall be reimbursed for their reasonable and necessary expenses in connection with the performance of their duties. Legislative members of the commission shall receive their usual per diem as indicated in KRS 7.110(5) for the attendance of meetings, including reimbursement for their reasonable and necessary expenses in connection with the performance of their duties.

Section 6.   Provisions of this resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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