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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION directing the Interim Joint Committee on Judiciary to study the adequacy of guardian ad litem fees in dependency, neglect and abuse cases and guardianship petition cases.

WHEREAS, the Finance and Administration Cabinet requested a study by the Auditor of Public Accounts of guardian ad litem practice in the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, the Auditor's report recommended changes to improve the legal representation of children in dependency, neglect, and abuse cases; and

WHEREAS, the Commission on Guardians ad litem was created by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court to review these recommendations; and

WHEREAS, a report on the recommendations of the Commission on Guardians ad litem was published on October 25, 1999; and

WHEREAS, the Commission on Guardians ad litem found that changes in the statutory funding limits for guardians ad litem in KRS 620.100 are necessary to ensure adequate legal representation; and

WHEREAS, the adequacy of guardian ad litem fees in dependency, neglect and abuse cases and guardianship petition cases needs to be studied in a systematic, thoughtful, and objective manner;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Interim Joint Committee on Judiciary shall conduct a study on the adequacy of guardian ad litem fees in dependency, neglect and abuse cases and guardianship petition cases, and the effect of changes in these fees on the adequacy of legal representation in dependency, neglect and abuse cases and guardianship petition cases.

Section 2.   The Interim Joint Committee on Judiciary shall report their findings to the Legislative Research Commission no later than October 31, 2001.

Section 3.   Provisions of this resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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