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A RESOLUTION declaring the month of April, 2001, as Youth Protection Month in the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

WHEREAS, child sexual abuse claims 500,000 victims in the United States each year. One in seven boys could be victimized before reaching adulthood, and the percentage of sexually abused girls is even greater; and

WHEREAS, because of the great concern the Boy Scouts of America has for the problem of child abuse in our society, the Youth Protection Program has been developed to help safeguard both our youth and adult members; and

WHEREAS, the Boy Scouts of America Task Force on Youth Protection has designated April, 2001, as "Youth Protection Month," with the goal of involving every traditional scouting unit in the United States to alert and educate children and adults alike and to re-emphasize scouting's role as a leading advocate of child safety, not only among its own membership, but also in the community at large; and this can also be accomplished by sharing resources through community partnerships with other youth organizations, allowing their message to reach hundreds of thousands of families without scouts; and

WHEREAS, an important cornerstone in this campaign involves three Boy Scouts of America videos, "A Time to Tell," "It Happened to Me," and "Personal Safety Awareness." These award-winning videos teach life skills that benefit all children and alert young people and adults as to what has become a widespread problem in our society; and these materials, along with local council training programs, are designed to give parents and their children basic information that will increase their awareness and sense of personal power to assist in their own self-protection; and

WHEREAS, the month of April, 2001, was chosen because it comes just before school vacations and the many outdoor summer activities that accentuate the need for child protection;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby declare April, 2001, as Youth Protection Month in the Commonwealth of Kentucky. The House of Representatives applauds scouting's position of zero tolerance for child abuse or victimization in any form and congratulates Kentucky's Boy Scouts and their leaders for the distinction they have brought to this great Commonwealth and for their tireless efforts and countless hours spent in educating the youth of Kentucky about child abuse.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of April, 2001, as Youth Protection Month in the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit copies of this Resolution to the Lincoln Heritage Council, 824 Phillips Lane, Louisville, Kentucky 40233-6273; the Blue Grass Council, 415 N. Broadway, Lexington, Kentucky 40508-7811; the Dan Beard Council, 2331 Victory Parkway, Cincinnati, Ohio 45206-2803; and to the Shawnee Trails Council, 301 Leitchfield Road, Owensboro, Kentucky 42302-0487.
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