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A RESOLUTION honoring Denny Crum, outstanding citizen and Hall of Fame basketball coach.

WHEREAS, University of Louisville Men's Basketball Coach Denny Crum will be long-remembered as one of college basketball's greatest coaches, with accomplishments which place him at the very pinnacle of his profession, including six Final Fours, four national Coach of the Year titles, two National Championships, and induction into the Naismith Basketball Hall of Fame; and

WHEREAS, Coach Crum always schedules the toughest competition, and won nearly 700 games at the University, to rank 14th all-time among thousands of college coaches, and his 70 percent winning percentage is fourth all-time in Division 1A; and

WHEREAS, Coach Crum took the University of Louisville to 23 NCAA Tournaments in his 30 years as head coach, including 20 in the past 25 years, and his 42 NCAA Tournament victories rank fourth all-time among college coaches; and 

WHEREAS, from Coach Crum's first moment as the University's men's basketball coach, he ran a program which has welcomed diversity in all aspects, including players, coaches, and fans, and as a result, the program draws enthusiastic support all across the community and the nation; and

WHEREAS, while many people stay on the sidelines of life, Coach Crum has put himself into the game, and has become famous as the citizen who will not say "no" to a worthy cause, and has helped to raise millions of dollars for charities which have improved the lives of thousands of less fortunate citizens; and

WHEREAS, Coach Crum declined numerous opportunities for more lucrative coaching opportunities, including his alma mater, UCLA, and professional basketball, and always remained loyal to the University of Louisville, and to his community; and

WHEREAS, Coach Crum has worked tirelessly for 30 years to help his University and its Athletic Department achieve sound financial footing, a position which now enables the University to aggressively focus resources on upgrading women's sports and other programs which are crucial to the overall development of the University; and 

WHEREAS, in characteristic fashion, Coach Crum has announced plans for his retirement in a manner which confounded the predictions of local sports columnists, and his continued involvement will help to assure the long-term stability and success of the University, its Library, and its Athletic Department, and will solidify U of L's stature as a leading metropolitan university; and

WHEREAS, although it is often recommended that public figures not do battle with anyone who buys their ink by the barrel, it is well-established that Coach Crum has won his battle, because his arsenal includes barrels of good deeds and good will which are recognized and appreciated, and will continue to be so, long after editorial writers and sports columnists have once again passed unremarkably from the scene; and 

WHEREAS, in an era in which this morning's words of sports columnists and editorial writers are long forgotten by this afternoon, the words and accomplishments of Coach Crum will continue to have a lasting and positive impact on his University, his community, and the entire Commonwealth of Kentucky;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   That the members of the House of Representatives salute and honor University of Louisville Coach Denny Crum on the occasion of his retirement from coaching, and offer their heartfelt thanks for his past and future contributions to the University, the community, the Commonwealth, and to the nation.

Section 2.   That the members of the House of Representatives wish Coach Crum much happiness, marital bliss, great fishing, wide fairways, and fast horses.

Section 3.   That a copy of this resolution shall be sent to Coach Denny Crum, University of Louisville, Louisville, KY 40292, and to President John W. Shumaker, University of Louisville, Louisville, KY  40292.
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