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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Mack Roberts.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Mack Roberts, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Mack Roberts was born on July 24, 1903, a native of Wayne County, Kentucky, and he traversed these earthly bounds on March 5, 2001; and

WHEREAS, Mack Roberts was the loving son of the late Rhodes and Rona Roberts; he was the devoted husband of Alma Dolen Roberts; he was the loving father of three daughters, Helen Deese, of Flint, Michigan, Ann Looney, of Paris, Tennessee, and Marilyn Drake, of Monticello; and he was the proud grandfather of four grandchildren and two great-grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, Mack Roberts graduated from Cumberland College in 1926, from the University of Louisville College of Medicine in 1932, and he served his internship at St. Joseph Hospital in Lexington, after which time he returned to his beloved Wayne County to private practice as a general practitioner; and, in the early days, he served as the county health officer, vaccinating children for then common diseases such as typhoid and diphtheria; and

WHEREAS, Mack Roberts' contribution to Wayne, Pulaski, Clinton, and McCreary Counties is beyond measure and will have lasting impact; his dedication to the practice of medicine was demonstrated daily by the house calls he made to surrounding communities, often driving his jeep as far as the road or hollow would lead, then transferring to mule or horseback, and many times, walking the remainder of the journey; and he delivered more than 4,200 babies during his sixty year medical career, with the vast majority being home deliveries, including two of his own three children; and

WHEREAS, Mack Roberts was indeed an outstanding physician, and during a 1987 interview, he said "I always thought the Lord put us here for some reason, and it wasn't to get rich. It was to serve Him, and by serving your fellow man, you serve Him," and again in 1991, during another interview, he remembered the time when several residents in a remote part of Wayne County, where he needed to give vaccinations, escorted Dr. Roberts, so that he wouldn't be mistaken for a federal "revenuer" who had come to break up moonshine stills; and he humorously recalled the time he delivered a baby whose father offered him two gallons of moonshine, regretting not accepting it; numerous babies were named after Dr. Roberts, who fondly stated, "if they name the baby after you, you know right then they didn't have the money to pay you;" Dr. Roberts charged what he thought a patient could afford - $5, $10, and many times, nothing; and

WHEREAS, Mack Roberts was an esteemed member of the Monticello community where he was a devout member of the Elk Spring Valley Baptist Church; he was a charter member of the Wayne County Hospital medical staff; and he was past director of the Monticello Banking Company; and

WHEREAS, his great-nephew, the Reverend Howard W. Roberts, wrote a book about Dr. Roberts, titled "Doc," which was published in 1987, and more recently, another book titled "House Calls" was written by his wife, Alma Dolen Roberts; and

WHEREAS the passing of Mack Roberts has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Kentucky's native son, Mack Roberts, and extends to his family and multitude of friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   The passion, dedication, intelligence, and social consciousness Mack Roberts brought to this Commonwealth will never be forgotten, and his influence will continue through his loving family and all the lives he touched.

Section 3.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Mack Roberts.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Alma Dolen Roberts, 335 Beech Street, Monticello, Kentucky 42633.
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