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AN ACT relating to political activities and declaring an emergency.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 45A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
As used in this section:

(a)
"Business entity" means an individual including the individual's spouse, if any, and any child living at home; person; firm; corporation; professional corporation or association; partnership; other business entity; association; organization; or unincorporated association. The definition includes a principal, partner, officer, associate, or director of a business entity, and an agent, member or employee of a business entity if that agent, member, or employee is licensed under subparagraphs 1. to 7. of this paragraph or is a stockholder of the business entity who holds more than five percent (5%) of the stock. "Business entity" also includes the following individuals who hold a license from the executive or judicial branch of government:
1.
An attorney licensed under Rule 2 of the Rules of the Supreme Court of Kentucky;
2.
A certified public accountant certified under KRS Chapter 325;
3.
An architect licensed under KRS Chapter 323;
4.
An engineer licensed under KRS Chapter 322;
5.
A person licensed to practice medicine or osteopathy under KRS Chapter 311;
6.
A real estate appraiser licensed under KRS Chapter 324A; and
7.
A real estate broker or sales associate licensed under KRS Chapter 324;
(b)
"Property, goods, or services" means all procurements by the Commonwealth, including, but not limited to, the procurement of all goods and services, materials, supplies, equipment, leases of both real and personal property, architectural and engineering services, professional services, insurance, bonding agents and underwriter services, bond counsel services, computer services, information technology services, lands and buildings, with the exception of land or buildings acquired by legal condemnation proceeding, and any other procurement of any type made by or on behalf of the Commonwealth or its agents or instrumentalities; and
(c)
"Knowingly" means, with respect to conduct or to a circumstance described by a statute defining the offense, that a person is aware or should have been aware that his conduct is of that nature or that the circumstance exists.
(2)
(a)
Any other provision of law in this or any other chapter of the Kentucky Revised Statutes to the contrary notwithstanding, and except as otherwise provided in paragraph (b) of this subsection, the Commonwealth and a business entity seeking to do business with the Commonwealth shall not knowingly enter into an agreement or otherwise contract to procure property, goods, or services, of any kind whatsoever, if that business entity has made any contribution of money, or any other thing of value, including in-kind contributions to any statewide candidate, statewide slate of candidates, or state or county political party in excess of the contribution limits under subparagraphs 1. and 2. of this paragraph, within eighteen (18) months immediately preceding entering into the contract or agreement and while the contract or agreement is in effect.

1.
An individual, including an individual licensee, meeting the definition of "business entity" under this section may annually contribute a maximum of fifty dollars ($50) to any statewide candidate, statewide slate of candidates, state or county political party without violating this section; and
2.
A business entity other than an individual, or a group of individuals or licensees within a business entity, meeting the definition of "business entity" under this section, may contribute a maximum aggregate amount of five hundred dollars ($500) to any statewide candidate, statewide slate of candidates, state or county political party without violating this section. In no event shall any individual within a business entity or group contribute in excess of the maximum amount set forth in subparagraph 1. of this paragraph. Nothing contained in this subparagraph is intended to in any way abrogate the constitutional, statutory, or common law prohibition against corporations making political contributions.
(b)
No contribution of money or any other thing of value, including in-kind contributions, made by a business entity to any statewide candidate, statewide slate of candidates, or state or county political party shall be deemed a violation of this section, nor shall an agreement for property, goods, or services, of any kind whatsoever, be disqualified thereby, if that contribution including in-kind contribution was made by the business entity prior to the effective date of this section.

(c)
Nothing contained in this section and Sections 2, 3, 4, and 5 of this Act, including, but not limited to, paragraph (b) of this subsection, shall abrogate the requirement that all contributions of any kind whatsoever, including in-kind contributions, made by a business entity to a statewide candidate, statewide slate of candidates, or state or county political party shall be reported, disclosed, or certified under this section and Sections 2, 3, 4, and 5 of this Act. The reporting, disclosure, certification of contributions, or other action necessary to comply with this section and Sections 2, 3, 4, and 5 of this Act shall occur, whether or not the contributions are made prior to the effective date of this section, and whether or not such contributions are deemed to be a violation of this section or Section 2, 3, 4, or 5 of this Act.
(3)
(a)
Prior to entering into any procurement contract or agreement with the Commonwealth, a business entity shall certify on a written form prepared by the Finance and Administration Cabinet that there has been no violation of this section by that business entity prior to entering into the contract with the Commonwealth. The business entity shall have a continuing duty to report any violations of this section that may occur during the duration of a contract. The certification required under this subsection shall be made prior to entry into the contract or agreement with the Commonwealth and shall be in addition to any other certifications that may be required by this chapter or other provision of law.

(b)
The certification required under this subsection shall contain a list of all contributions made by that business entity to a statewide candidate, statewide slate of candidates, or state or county political party within the two (2) years immediately preceding entering into the contract or agreement with the Commonwealth.
Section 2.   KRS 45A.110 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
A written determination of responsibility of a bidder or offeror shall be made and it shall be made in accordance with administrative regulations promulgated by the secretary of the Finance and Administration Cabinet. A reasonable inquiry to determine the responsibility of a bidder or offeror may be conducted. The failure of a bidder or offeror to promptly supply information in connection with such an inquiry may be grounds for a determination of nonresponsibility with respect to such a bidder or offeror.

(2)
(a)
A written determination of responsibility of a bidder or offeror shall not be made until the bidder or offeror provides the secretary of the Finance and Administration Cabinet with his sworn statement made under penalty of perjury that:

1.
The bidder or offeror has not made a contribution in violation of Section 1 of this Act;

2.
The bidder or offeror[he] has not knowingly violated any provision of the campaign finance laws of the Commonwealth;[ and that]
3.
The award of a contract to a bidder or offeror will not violate any provision of the campaign finance laws of the Commonwealth; and

4.
If the Commonwealth awards the contract to the bidder or offeror, that award will not violate Section 1 of this Act as it relates to the bidder or offeror.
(b)
As used in this subsection, "knowingly" means, with respect to conduct or to a circumstance described by a statute defining an offense, that a person is aware or should have been aware that his conduct is of that nature or that the circumstance exists.

(3)
Except as otherwise provided by law, information furnished by a bidder or offeror pursuant to this section may not be disclosed outside of the Division of State Purchasing or the purchasing agency administering the contract without prior written consent of the bidder or offeror.

Section 3.   KRS 45A.115 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The secretary of the Finance and Administration Cabinet may provide for prequalification of suppliers as responsible prospective contractors for particular types of supplies, services, and construction.

(2)
(a)
The secretary of the Finance and Administration Cabinet shall not prequalify a supplier as a responsible prospective contractor until the supplier provides the secretary with his sworn statement made under penalty of perjury that:

1.
The bidder or offeror has not made a contribution in violation of Section 1 of this Act;

2.
The bidder or offeror[ he] has not knowingly violated any provision of the campaign finance laws of the Commonwealth;[and that] 

3.
The award of a contract to the supplier will not violate any provision of the campaign finance laws of the Commonwealth; and
4.
If the Commonwealth awards the contract to the bidder or offeror, that award will not violate Section 1 of this Act as it relates to the bidder or offeror.

(b)
As used in this subsection, "knowingly" means, with respect to conduct or to a circumstance described by a statute defining an offense, that a person is aware or should have been aware that his conduct is of that nature or that the circumstance exists.

(3)
Solicitation lists of potential contractors of the[such] supplies, services, and construction outlined in this section shall include but shall not be limited to[ such] prequalified suppliers.

(4)
Prequalification of suppliers shall not foreclose a written determination:

(a)[(1)]
Between the time of the bid opening or receipt of offers and the making of an award, that a prequalified supplier is not responsible; or

(b)[(2)]
That a supplier who is not prequalified at the time of bid opening or receipt of offers is responsible.

Section 4.   KRS 45A.485 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Any state contract awarded under this chapter or KRS Chapter[ 45A,] 175, 176, 177, or 180 after July 15, 1994, shall require the contractor and all subcontractors performing work under the contract to:

(a)
Reveal any final determination of a violation by their respective company within the previous five (5) year period pursuant to KRS Chapters 136, 139, 141, 337, 338, 341, and 342 that apply to the contractor or subcontractor; and

(b)
Be in continuous compliance with the provisions of KRS Chapters 136, 139, 141, 337, 338, 341, and 342 that apply to the contractor or subcontractor for the duration of the contract.

(2)
A contractor's failure to reveal a final determination of a violation by the contractor of KRS Chapters 136, 139, 141, 337, 338, 341, and 342 or to comply with these statutes for the duration of the contract shall be grounds for the Commonwealth's:

(a)
 Cancellation of the contract; and

(b)
Disqualification of the contractor from eligibility for future state contracts for a period of two (2) years.

(3)
A subcontractor's failure to reveal a final determination of a violation by the subcontractor of KRS Chapters 136, 139, 141, 337, 338, 341, and 342 or to comply with these statutes for the duration of the contract shall be grounds for the Commonwealth's disqualification of the subcontractor from eligibility for future state contracts for a period of two (2) years.

(4)
(a)
Any state contract, including, but not limited to, those contracts awarded under this chapter or KRS Chapters 56, 57, 58, 175, 176, 177, or 180, shall, after the effective date of this section, require the business entity as defined in Section 1 of this Act, and, if subcontractors are utilized, all subcontractors performing work under the contract, to:
1.
Reveal any contribution made in violation of Section 1 of this Act by the respective business entity or subcontractor within the previous five (5) year period; and
2.
Be in continuous compliance with Section 1 of this Act for the duration of the contract and for eighteen (18) months immediately prior to entering into the contract.

(b)
1.
A business entity as defined in Section 1 of this Act, or a subcontractor who fails to reveal a contribution made in violation of Section 1 of this Act or who otherwise fails to comply with Section 1 of this Act for eighteen (18) months immediately preceding entering into a contract and for the duration of the contract shall be disqualified from eligibility for future state contracts for a period of two (2) years from the date of the determination of violation by the Finance and Administration Cabinet and shall have any contract with the state then in effect immediately terminated, unless:

a.
The Finance and Administration Cabinet determines, that the violation of Section 1 of this Act by the business entity or subcontractor was inadvertent and unintentional; and 

b.
The contribution is repaid by the campaign of the statewide candidate or of the statewide slate of candidates or by the state or county political party within thirty (30) days of the finding by the cabinet.
2.
A business entity as defined in Section 1 of this Act, subcontractor, statewide candidate, slate of candidates, or state or county political party adversely affected by the finding of the Finance and Administration Cabinet may request a hearing under KRS Chapter 13B.
Section 5.   No contribution of money, or any other thing of value, including in-kind contributions, to any statewide candidate, statewide slate of candidates, or state or county political party made by a business entity as defined in Section 1 of this Act shall be deemed a violation of Section 1, 2, 3, or 4 of this Act, nor shall an agreement for property, goods, or services as defined in Section 1 of this Act, be disqualified thereby, if that contribution or any other thing of value, including in-kind contribution, was made by the business entity, as defined in Section 1 of this Act, prior to the effective date of this section. Nothing contained in this section and Sections 1, 2, 3, and 4 of this Act, including, but not limited to, subsection (2)(b) of Section 1 of this Act, shall abrogate the requirement that all contributions, of any kind whatsoever, including in-kind contributions made by a business entity as defined in Section 1 of this Act, to a statewide candidate, statewide slate of candidates, or state or county political party shall be reported, disclosed, or certified under this section and Sections 1, 2, 3, and 4 of this Act. The reporting, disclosure, certification of contributions, or other action necessary to comply with this section and Sections 1, 2, 3, and 4 of this Act shall occur, whether or not the contributions are made prior to the effective date of this section, and whether or not the contributions are deemed to be a violation of this section or Section 1, 2, 3, or 4 of this Act. Nothing contained in Section 1, 2, 3, or 4 of this Act is intended in any way to abrogate the constitutional, statutory, or common law prohibition against corporations making political contributions.

Section 6.   KRS 83A.045 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Except as provided in KRS 83A.047, partisan elections of city officers shall be governed by the following provisions, regardless of the form of government or classification of the city:

(a)
A candidate for party nomination to city office shall file his nomination papers with the county clerk of the county not earlier than the first Wednesday after the first Monday in November of the year preceding the year in which the office will appear on the ballot and not later than the first Tuesday in April[ last Tuesday in January] before the day fixed by KRS Chapter 118 for holding a primary election for the office sought. All nomination papers shall be filed no later than 4 p.m. local time when filed on the last day on which the papers are permitted to be filed.

(b)
An independent candidate for nomination to city office shall not participate in a primary election, but shall file his nomination papers with the county clerk of the county not earlier than the first Wednesday after the first Monday in November of the year preceding the year in which the office will appear on the ballot and not later than the second Tuesday in August before the day fixed by KRS Chapter 118 for holding a regular election for the office. All nomination papers shall be filed no later than 4 p.m. local time when filed on the last day on which the papers are permitted to be filed.

(c)
A candidate for city office who is defeated in a partisan primary election shall be ineligible as a candidate for the same office in the regular election. However, if a vacancy occurs in the party nomination for which he was an unsuccessful candidate in the primary election, his name may be placed on the voting machines for the regular election as a candidate of that party if he has been duly made the party nominee after the vacancy occurs, as provided in KRS 118.105.

(2)
Except as provided in KRS 83A.047, nonpartisan elections of city officers shall be governed by KRS 83A.050, 83A.170, 83A.175, and the following provisions, regardless of the form of government or classification of the city:

(a)
A candidate for city office shall file his nomination papers with the county clerk of the county not earlier than the first Wednesday after the first Monday in November of the year preceding the year in which the office will appear on the ballot and not later than the first Tuesday in April[last Tuesday in January] before the day fixed by KRS Chapter 118 for holding a primary election for nominations for the office. All nomination papers shall be filed no later than 4 p.m. local time when filed on the last day on which the papers are permitted to be filed;

(b)
Any city of the fourth to sixth class may by ordinance provide that the nomination and election of candidates for city office in a nonpartisan election shall be conducted pursuant to the provisions of this subsection:

1.
A city may forgo conducting a nonpartisan primary election for the nomination of candidates to city office, regardless of the number of candidates running for each office, and require all candidates to file their nomination papers with the county clerk of the county not earlier than the first Wednesday after the first Monday in November of the year preceding the year in which the office will appear on the ballot and not later than the second Tuesday in August before the day fixed by KRS Chapter 118 for holding a regular election for the office.

2.
All nomination papers shall be filed no later than 4 p.m. local time when filed on the last day on which the papers are permitted to be filed.

3.
If a city does not conduct a primary election pursuant to this subsection, the election of candidates to city office shall be governed by the provisions of this subsection, KRS 83A.175(2) to (6), and KRS Chapters 116 to 121.

4.
In the absence of a primary pursuant to this subsection, the number of candidates equal to the number of city offices to be filled who receive the highest number of votes cast in the regular election for each city office shall be elected.

5.
Candidates shall be subject to all other applicable election laws pursuant to this chapter and KRS Chapters 116 to 121.

6.
If a vacancy occurs in a candidacy for city office in any city which has not held a primary pursuant to this subsection after the expiration of time for filing nomination papers, or if there are fewer candidates than there are offices to be filled, the vacancy in candidacy shall be filled by write-in voting.

(c)
A candidate for city office who is defeated in a nonpartisan primary election shall be ineligible as a candidate for the same office in the regular election.

Section 7.   KRS 83A.165 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
A candidate running to fill the unexpired term of any city office shall file his nomination papers in accordance with the provisions of KRS 83A.045, 118.365, 118.375, and 83A.047.

(2)
Vacancies in the office of mayor or city legislative body that are to be filled temporarily by appointment shall be governed by the provisions of KRS 83A.040 and Section 152 of the Kentucky Constitution.

(3)
Vacancies in the office of mayor or city legislative body that are to be filled by partisan election shall be governed by the following provisions:

(a)
Vacancies in candidacy shall be governed by KRS 118.105;

(b)
Nominations for unexpired terms shall be governed by KRS 118.115 and Section 152 of the Kentucky Constitution; and

(c)
Independent candidates filing to fill a vacancy shall be governed by KRS 118.375.

(4)
Vacancies in the office of mayor or city legislative body that are to be filled by nonpartisan election shall be governed by the following provisions:

(a)
If the vacancy occurs not less than one hundred thirty-four (134) days before a June[May] primary, candidates to fill the vacancy shall be nominated at that primary in the manner prescribed in KRS 83A.170; and

(b)
If the vacancy occurs on or after the one hundred thirty-fourth day before a June[May] primary, the election to fill the unexpired term shall be held in the manner prescribed in Section 152 of the Kentucky Constitution; and

(c)
Vacancies in candidacy in any city of the fourth to sixth class, that has not conducted a nonpartisan primary election shall be governed by the provisions of KRS 83A.045(2)(b)6.

Section 8.   KRS 117.045 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The county board of elections shall in the manner prescribed by this section, not later than May[March] 20 each year, except in a year in which no primary and regular elections are scheduled, appoint for each precinct in the county two (2) judges, one (1) clerk and one (1) sheriff of election. They shall serve in all elections held in the county during the year, except as provided in KRS Chapter 242. If a special election is ordered to be held in a year in which no elections are scheduled, the county executive committee of each political party in each county in the territory affected by the special election shall, not later than twenty-eight (28) days preceding the date of the special election, submit a written list of nominees for precinct election officers to serve in the special election in a manner consistent with the provisions of subsection (2) of this section. The county board of elections in each county in the territory affected by the special election shall, not later than twenty-one (21) days preceding the date of the special election, appoint precinct election officers to serve in the special election in a manner consistent with the provisions of subsections (4), (5), and (6) of this section. The State Board of Elections shall promulgate an administrative regulation establishing evaluation procedures which county boards of elections may use to qualify persons nominated to serve as precinct election officers.

(2)
The county executive committees of the two (2) political parties having representation on the State Board of Elections may, on or before May[March] 15 each year, designate in writing to the county board of elections a list of not less than four (4) names for each precinct; except that, in any precinct where there are not as many as four (4) persons possessing the qualifications of an election officer belonging to the political party filing the list, a lesser number may be designated. If there are two (2) or more contending executive committees of the same party in any county, the one (1) recognized by the written certificate of the chairman of the state central committee of the party shall be the one (1) authorized to submit the lists. The lists shall contain the full name, address, phone number, and Social Security number, if available, of each person listed. The lists shall be accompanied by a signed statement from each person stating that he is willing to serve, has not failed to serve without excuse in the past, and has not been convicted of an election law offense or any felony, unless the person's civil rights have been restored by the Governor. The State Board of Elections shall prescribe by administrative regulation the form of the list.

(3)
The Attorney General shall notify each party state central committee of the duties of the party.

(4)
If lists are submitted, the county board of elections shall select one (1) judge at each voting place from each political party's list, and the county board shall select the sheriff from one (1) political party's list and the clerk from the other. If no lists are submitted, the two (2) members of the county board of elections who are appointed by the State Board of Elections may submit lists; and the county board shall select the sheriff and one (1) judge from one (1) list and the clerk and the other judge from the remaining list. If no lists are submitted, the county board shall select the sheriff and one (1) judge from the membership of one (1) party and the clerk and the other judge from the membership of the remaining party. The county board shall, when possible, also appoint an adequate number of alternate precinct election officers from names on the lists which were submitted but which were not selected by the county board as precinct election officers. If alternate precinct election officers are not appointed from the lists of nominees who were not selected as precinct election officers, the county board of elections shall submit its method of selecting alternate precinct election officers to the State Board of Elections for its approval.

(5)
If, after all reasonable efforts have been made, the county board of elections is unable to find two (2) qualified officers for each precinct who are affiliated with the two (2) political parties having representation on the State Board of Elections, the county board shall submit a list of emergency election officer appointments to the State Board of Elections. The county board shall also present, in writing, its efforts to recruit and appoint election officers as prescribed in subsection (4) of this section. The list of emergency appointments may include qualified voters not affiliated with the two (2) parties represented on the state board. The state board, after its review, may approve any or all of the emergency appointments submitted by the county board or may direct the county board to take other action. Any emergency appointment shall be made for the next ensuing election only.

(6)
In addition to precinct election officers appointed under subsection (1) of this section, a county board of elections may appoint up to two (2) additional precinct election officers per precinct with the approval of the State Board of Elections. The state board shall promulgate an administrative regulation establishing conditions under which additional precinct officers may be approved.

(7)
The county board of elections shall, within ten (10) days before the next ensuing election, give each election officer written notice of his appointment. The board may direct the sheriff of the county to serve the notice of appointment, if it deems the action is necessary.

(8)
The State Board of Elections may require the county board of elections to submit its list of precinct officers for review. The State Board of Elections may, after a hearing, direct the removal of any election officer who the board finds would not fairly administer the state election laws. The state board shall replace any officer so removed. The board shall provide for the method and manner of the hearing by administrative regulation.

(9)
An election officer shall be a qualified voter of the precinct; except that, where no qualified voter of the required political party is available within the precinct, the election officer shall be a qualified voter of the county. An election officer shall not be a candidate or the spouse, parent, brother, sister, or child of a candidate who is to be voted for at the election. An election officer shall not have changed his voter registration party affiliation for one (1) year prior to his appointment. An election officer may be removed, for cause, at any time up to five (5) days before an election. Vacancies shall be filled by the county board with alternate precinct election officers and the person appointed to fill the vacancy shall be of the same political party as the vacating officer, except for emergency appointments made as provided in subsection (5) of this section.

(10)
If the county board of elections fails to appoint election officers, or if any officer is not present at the precinct at the time for commencing the election, or refuses to act, and if no alternate is available, the officer in attendance representing the political party of the absentee shall appoint a suitable person to act in his place for that election. If both representatives of the same political party are absent, qualified voters present affiliating with that party shall elect, viva voce, suitable persons to act in their places.

(11)
Each election officer shall be paid a minimum of sixty dollars ($60) per election day served, and such an additional amount as compensation as may be determined by the county board of elections, with the approval of the governing body which would be responsible for funding the election officers' pay, for each election in which the election officer serves, to be paid by the county. For delivering the election packets to the polls, the precinct election officers shall receive in addition the mileage reimbursement provided for state employees, for each mile necessarily traveled in the delivery of the packets to the polls, or a flat fee if the fee equals or exceeds that amount. For delivering election returns, the precinct election judges shall receive in addition the mileage reimbursement provided for state employees for each mile necessarily traveled from the place of voting to and from the place of delivery, or a flat fee if the fee equals or exceeds that amount. The fee paid to the precinct election judges for delivering election returns shall be paid by the county.

Section 9.   KRS 117.085 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
All requests for an application for an absentee ballot may be transmitted by telephone, facsimile machine, by mail, or in person. Except as provided in paragraph (b) of this subsection, all applications for an absentee ballot shall be transmitted only by mail or in person at the option of the voter, except that the county clerk shall hand an application for an absentee ballot to a voter permitted to vote by absentee ballot who appears in person to request the application, or shall mail the application to a voter permitted to vote by absentee ballot who requests the application by telephone, facsimile machine, or mail. The absentee ballot application shall be restricted to the use of the voter or the spouse, parents, or children of the voter. Except for qualified voters who apply pursuant to the requirements of KRS 117.075 and 117.077, and those who are incarcerated in jail but have yet to be convicted and persons who qualify under subparagraph 5. of paragraph (a) of this subsection, no absentee ballots shall be mailed to a voter who resides within the county in which he is registered. In the case of ballots returned by mail, the county clerk shall provide an absentee ballot, two (2) official envelopes for returning the ballot, and instructions for voting to a voter who presents a completed application for an absentee ballot as provided in this section and who is properly registered as stated in his application.

(a)
The following voters may apply to cast their votes by absentee ballot at any time not later than the close of business hours seven (7) days before the election:

1.
Voters permitted to vote by absentee ballot pursuant to KRS 117.075;

2.
Residents of Kentucky who are members of the Armed Forces, dependents of members of the Armed Forces, and citizens residing overseas;

3.
Students who temporarily reside outside the county of their residence and other voters who temporarily reside outside the state but who are still eligible to vote in this state;

4.
Persons who are incarcerated in jail who have been charged with a crime but have not been convicted of the crime; and

5.
Persons who are prevented from voting in person at the polls on election day and from casting an absentee ballot in person in the county clerk's office on all days absentee voting is conducted prior to election day because their employment location requires them to be absent from the county all hours and all days absentee voting is conducted in the county clerk's office.

(b)
Residents of Kentucky who are members of the Armed Forces, dependents of members of the Armed Forces, and overseas citizens, may apply for an absentee ballot by means of the federal post-card application, which may be transmitted to the county clerk's office by mail or by facsimile machine. The application may be used to register, reregister, and to apply for an absentee ballot. If the federal post-card application is received at any time not less than seven (7) days before the election, the county clerk shall affix his seal to the application form upon receipt.

(c)
Any other qualified voter in the county who is not permitted to vote by absentee ballot under paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of this section who shall be absent from the county on any election day may, at any time during normal business hours on at least any of the twelve (12) working days before the election, make application in person to the county clerk to vote on a voting machine in the county clerk's office or other place designated by the county board of elections and approved by the State Board of Elections. A county board of elections may permit absentee voting to be conducted on a voting machine for a period longer than the twelve (12) working days before the election prescribed above.

(d)
Any member of the county board of elections, any precinct election officer appointed to serve in a precinct other than that in which he is registered, and any alternate precinct election officer may vote on a voting machine in the county clerk's office or other place designated by the county board of elections, and approved by the State Board of Elections, up to the close of normal business hours on the day before the election. The application form for those persons shall be prescribed by the State Board of Elections and, in the case of application by precinct election officers, shall contain a verification of appointment signed by a member of the county board of elections. If an alternate precinct election officer or a precinct election officer appointed to serve in a precinct other than that in which he is registered receives his appointment while absentee voting is being conducted in the county, such officer may vote on a voting machine in the county clerk's office or other place designated by the county board of elections, and approved by the State Board of Elections, up to the close of normal business hours on the day before the election. In case of such voters, the verification of appointment shall also contain the date of appointment. The applications shall be restricted to the use of the voter only.

(e)
Any pregnant woman who is in her last trimester of pregnancy at the time she wishes to vote under this paragraph may vote on a voting machine in the county clerk's office or other place designated by the county board of elections, and approved by the State Board of Elections. She may vote at any time during business hours on at least any of the twelve (12) working days before the election up to the close of business hours on the day before the election. The application form for those persons shall be prescribed by the State Board of Elections, which shall contain the woman's sworn statement that she is in fact in her last trimester of pregnancy at the time she wishes to vote, and shall be made in person to the county clerk, at any time during any of the twelve (12) working days before the election. A county board of elections may permit absentee voting to be conducted on a voting machine for a period longer than the twelve (12) working days before the election as prescribed above.

(f)
The members of the county board of elections or their designees who provide equal representation of both political parties may serve as precinct election officers, without compensation, for all absentee voting performed on a voting machine in the county clerk's office or other place designated by the county board of elections and approved by the State Board of Elections. If the members of the county board of elections or their designees serve as precinct election officers for the absentee voting, they shall perform the same duties and exercise the same authority as precinct election officers who serve on the day of an election. If the members of the county board of elections or their designees do not serve as precinct election officers for the absentee voting, the county clerk or deputy county clerks shall supervise the absentee voting.

(g)
Any individual qualified to appoint challengers for the day of an election may also appoint challengers to observe all absentee voting performed at the county clerk's office or other place designated by the county board of elections, and approved by the State Board of Elections, and those challengers may exercise the same privileges as challengers appointed for observing voting on the day of an election at a regular polling place.

(2)
The clerk shall type the name of the voter permitted to vote by absentee ballot on the application form for that person's use and no other. The absentee ballot application form shall be in the form prescribed by the State Board of Elections, shall bear the seal of the county clerk, and shall contain the following information: name, residential address, precinct, party affiliation, statement of the reason the person cannot vote in person on election day, statement of where the voter shall be on election day, statement of compliance with residency requirements for voting in the precinct, and the voter's mailing address for an absentee ballot. The form shall be verified and signed by the voter. A notice of the actual penalty provisions in KRS 117.995(2) and (5) shall be printed on the application.

(3)
If the county clerk finds that the voter is properly registered as stated in his application and qualifies to receive an absentee ballot by mail, he shall mail to the voter an absentee ballot, two (2) official envelopes for returning the ballot, and instructions for voting. The county clerk shall complete a postal form for a certificate of mailing for ballots mailed within the fifty (50) states, and it shall be stamped by the postal service when the ballots are mailed. An absentee ballot may be transmitted by facsimile machine to a resident of Kentucky who is a member of the Armed Forces, a dependent of a member of the Armed Forces, or a citizen residing overseas.

(4)
Absentee ballots which are requested prior to the printing of the ballots shall be mailed by the county clerk to the voter within three (3) days of the receipt of the printed ballots; and absentee ballots which are requested subsequent to the receipt of the ballots by the county clerk shall be mailed to the voter within three (3) days of the receipt of the request.

(5)
The clerk shall cause ballots to be printed thirty (30)[fifty (50)] days prior to each primary election, fifty (50) days prior to each[or] general election and fifteen (15) days prior to each runoff primary.

(6)
The outer envelope shall bear the words "Absentee Ballot" and the address and official title of the county clerk and shall provide space for the voter's signature, voting address, and precinct number. A detachable flap on the inner envelope shall provide space for the voter's signature, voting address, precinct number, and notice of penalty provided in KRS 117.995(5). The clerk shall type the voter's address and precinct number in the upper left hand corner of the outer envelope and of the detachable flap on the inner envelope immediately below the blank space for the voter's signature. The inner envelope shall be blank. The clerk shall retain the application and the postal form required by subsection (3) of this section for twenty-two (22) months after the election.

(7)
Any person who has received an absentee ballot by mail but who knows at least seven (7) days before the date of the election that he will be in the county on election day and who has not voted pursuant to the provisions of KRS 117.086 shall cancel his absentee ballot and vote in person. He shall return his absentee ballot to the county clerk's office no later than seven (7) days prior to the date of the election. Upon the return of the absentee ballot, the clerk shall mark on the outer envelope of the sealed ballot or the unmarked ballot the words "Canceled because voter appeared to vote in person." Sealed envelopes so marked shall not be opened. The clerk shall remove the voter's name from the list of persons who were sent absentee ballots, and the voter may vote in the precinct in which he is properly registered.

Section 10.   KRS 117.145 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
At least fifteen (15) days before any special election, and at least thirty (30)[fifty (50)] days before any primary election, and at least (50) days before any[or] regular election, the county clerk of each county shall cause to be printed and ready for use ballot labels for each candidate who, and each question which, is entitled to be voted upon in such election. The ballot labels shall be printed on clear white paper or other material which shall be furnished by the printer. They shall be printed in black ink, in plain, clear type clearly legible to a person with normal vision, and shall be of a size to fit the ballot frames. The labels shall include the necessary party designations.

(2)
Each county clerk shall have printed a sufficient number of paper absentee ballots. The absentee ballot shall be used for voting by absent voters; by precinct officers who have been assigned to a precinct other than their own; by members of a county board of elections; by voters so disabled by age, infirmity or illness as to be unable to appear at the polls; and for voting in an emergency situation. The ballot stubs shall be consecutively numbered and the county board shall keep a record, by number, of all absentee ballots used for any of the purposes listed herein.

(3)
No later than the Friday preceding a special or regular election, the county clerk shall equip the voting machines with the necessary supplies for the purpose of write-in votes. The county clerk shall also attach a pencil or pen to the voting machine for write-in purposes.

(4)
If supplemental paper ballots have been approved as provided in KRS 118.215, the county clerk shall cause to be printed a sufficient number of paper ballots for the registered voters of each precinct. The paper ballots shall have stubs which are numbered consecutively. The quality of paper on which the supplemental paper ballots are printed shall be determined by regulations promulgated by the secretary of the Finance and Administration Cabinet.

Section 11.   KRS 117.315 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Each political party is entitled to have not exceeding two (2) challengers at each precinct during the holding of the primary election. Any group of bona fide candidates, as defined in KRS 118.176, of the same political party equal to twenty-five percent (25%) of all the candidates for that party to be voted for in a county in any primary, including state, district, and all other candidates, may recommend to the county committee or governing authority of the party for the county a list of persons whom they desire to have appointed as challengers in each precinct in the county. If more than two (2) such lists are furnished, the committee or governing authority, in making appointments of challengers, shall alternate between the several lists so furnished so as to give to each list an equal amount or proportion of the appointments, but in no event shall there be appointed more than one (1) challenger for any precinct from any one (1) list. The list of challengers shall be presented to the chairman or secretary of the party committee of the county not less than twenty (20)[thirty (30)] days before the date on which the primary is to be held, and the committee or the chairman thereof shall make the appointments, certify to same, and present a list of certified challengers to the county clerk at least fifteen (15)[twenty (20)] days before the date on which the primary is held. The appointment of challengers shall be certified in all respects as challengers at regular elections, except as otherwise provided in this section. The challengers shall be registered voters of the county in which the primary is held and shall be subject to the same penalties and possess the same rights and privileges as challengers at regular elections, except that the challengers of one political party shall not be entitled to challenge persons who offer to vote for candidates of any other party in the primary. The provisions of this section shall be enforceable against the chairman of the political party committees by a mandatory summary proceeding instituted in the Circuit Court. The order of the court may be reviewed by the Court of Appeals as provided for the granting or dissolving of temporary injunctions.

(2)
Any school board candidate, any independent ticket or candidate for city office, any nonpartisan city candidate, or candidate for an office of the Court of Justice at the primary or regular election may designate not more than one (1) challenger to be present at and witness the holding of primaries or elections in each precinct in the county. A candidate who designates a challenger shall present the county clerk with the name of the challenger at least fifteen (15)[twenty (20)] days preceding the primary or regular election. The challenger shall be entitled to stay in the room or at the door. The challenger shall be a registered voter of the county in which the primary or election is held, shall be appointed in writing by the chairman of the committee, independent candidate, or candidates representing a ticket, and shall produce written appointment on demand of any election officer.

(3)
The county executive committee of any political party having a ticket to elect at any regular election may designate not more than two (2) challengers to be present at and witness the holding of the election in each precinct in the county. The challengers shall be entitled to stay in the room or at the door. The challengers shall be registered voters of the county in which the election is held, shall be appointed in writing signed by the chairman of the committee, and shall produce written appointments on demand of any election officer. The committee or chairman shall present the county clerk with a list of designated challengers at least fifteen (15)[twenty (20)] days preceding a regular election.

(4)
Except as provided in KRS Chapter 242, not later than the fourth Tuesday preceding an election at which constitutional amendments or other public questions are to be submitted to the vote of the people, any committee that in good faith advocates or opposes an amendment or public question may file a petition with the clerk of the county asking that the petitioners be recognized as the committee entitled to nominate inspectors and challengers to serve at the election at which the constitutional amendment or public question is to be voted on. If more than one (1) committee alleging itself to advocate or oppose the same amendment file such a petition, the county board of elections shall decide, and announce by certified mail, return receipt requested, to each committee not less than the third Tuesday preceding the election, which committee is entitled to nominate the challengers and inspectors. The decision shall not be final, but any aggrieved party may institute proceedings with the county judge/executive and upon hearing the county judge/executive shall determine which of the committees shall be recognized as the one to select inspectors and challengers at the election.

(5)
The committee shall file the names of the persons nominated by it with the clerk of the county at least fifteen (15)[twenty (20)] days before the election. The county board of elections shall, not later than the Thursday preceding the election, certify the nominees of the committee for the respective precincts to serve as challengers and inspectors at the election where any constitutional amendment or public question is to be voted upon. If more than one (1) amendment or question is to be voted upon, the county board of elections may designate, on the petition of the committee, one (1) person for each amendment and question to serve as inspector at the election and one (1) person for each amendment and question to serve as challenger at the election.

(6)
The challengers and inspectors shall perform their duties in the same manner and be subject to the same privileges as other inspectors and challengers at an election.

Section 12.   KRS 117.389 is amended to read as follows:

On any day not more than twenty (20)[thirty (30)] nor less than five (5) days prior to the election day, the county clerk shall have the automatic tabulating equipment tested in the manner prescribed by the State Board of Elections.

Section 13.   KRS 118.025 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Except as otherwise provided by law, voting in all elections shall be by secret ballot on voting machines.

(2)
The general laws applying to regular, special, primary, and runoff primary elections shall apply to elections conducted with the use of voting machines, and all provisions of the general laws applying to the custody of ballot boxes shall apply, as far as applicable, to the custody of the voting machine.

(3)
Primary elections for the nomination of candidates or slates of candidates to be voted for at the next regular election shall be held on the first Tuesday after the first[fourth] Monday in June[May] of each year.

(4)
A runoff primary shall be held twenty-eight (28)[thirty-five (35)] days after the date of the June[May] primary, if it shall be necessary, pursuant to KRS 118.245, unless that date falls on a holiday; in that case, a runoff primary shall be held on the succeeding Tuesday. However, if either a primary election is contested or a recount of the votes cast in a primary is requested, a runoff primary shall be held on the first Tuesday following the twenty-eighth[thirty-fifth] day following the conclusion of any contest proceeding or recount, if it shall be necessary, unless that date falls on a holiday; in that case, a runoff primary shall be held on the succeeding Tuesday. The election of all officers of all governmental units shall be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November.

(5)
If the law authorizes the calling of a special election on a day other than the day of the regular election in November, the election shall be held on a Tuesday.

(6)
If the law requires that a special election be held within a period of time during which the voting machines must be locked as required by KRS 117.295, the special election shall be held on the fourth Tuesday following the expiration of the period during which the voting machines are locked.

Section 14.   KRS 118.165 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Except as provided in KRS Chapters 116 to 121, candidates for offices to be voted for by the electors of one (1) county or of a district less than one (1) county, except members of Congress and members of the General Assembly, shall file their nomination papers with the county clerk of the county not earlier than the first Wednesday after the first Monday in November of the year preceding the year the office will appear on the ballot and not later than the first Tuesday in April[last Tuesday in January] preceding the day fixed by law for holding the primary election. Candidates for offices to be voted for by the electors of more than one (1) county, and for members of Congress and members of the General Assembly, shall file their nomination papers with the Secretary of State not earlier than the first Wednesday after the first Monday in November of the year preceding the year the office will appear on the ballot and not later than the first Tuesday in April[last Tuesday in January] preceding the day fixed by law for holding the primary election. All nomination papers shall be filed no later than 4 p.m. local time at the place of filing when filed on the last date on which the papers may be filed.

(2)
The Secretary of State or the county clerk shall examine the notification and declaration form of each candidate to determine whether it is regular on its face. If there is an error, the proper officer shall notify the candidate by certified mail within twenty-four (24) hours of filing.

Section 15.   KRS 118.215 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
After the order of the names has been determined as provided in KRS 118.225, the Secretary of State shall certify, to the county clerks of the respective counties entitled to participate in the nomination or election of the respective candidates, the name, place of residence, and party of each candidate or slate of candidates for each office, as specified in the nomination papers or certificates and petitions of nomination filed with him, and shall designate the device with which the candidate groups, slates of candidates, or lists of candidates of each party shall be printed, in the order in which they are to appear on the ballot, with precedence to be given to the party that polled the highest number of votes at the preceding election for presidential electors, followed by the political party which received the second highest number of votes, with the order of any other political parties and independents to be determined by lot. Candidates for county offices and local state offices shall be listed in the following order: Commonwealth's attorney, circuit clerk, property valuation administrator, county judge/executive, county attorney, county clerk, sheriff, jailer, county commissioner, coroner, justice of the peace, and constable. The names of candidates for President and Vice President shall be certified in lieu of certifying the names of the candidates for presidential electors. The names shall be certified as follows:

(a)
Not later than the Tuesday[second Monday] after the filing deadline for the primary;

(b)
Not less than twenty-five (25) days before a runoff primary;

(c)
Not later than the second Monday after the filing deadline for the general election, except as provided in paragraph (d) of this subsection; and

(d)
Not later than the Thursday after the first Tuesday in September preceding a general election, for those years in which there is an election for President and Vice President of the United States.

(2)
Except as otherwise provided in subsection (3) of this section, all independent candidates or slates of candidates whose nominating petitions are filed with the county clerk or the Secretary of State shall be listed under the title and device designated by them as provided in KRS 118.315, or if none is designated, under the word "independent," and shall be placed on the ballot in a separate column or columns or in a separate line or lines according to the office which they seek. The order in which independent candidates or slates of candidates shall appear on the ballot shall be determined by lot by the county clerk. If the same device is selected by two (2) groups of petitioners, it shall be given to the first selecting it and the county clerk shall permit the other group to select a suitable device. This section shall not apply to candidates for municipal offices which come under subsection (3) of this section.

(3)
The ballots used at any election in which city officers are to be elected as provided in subsection (2) of this section shall contain the names of candidates for the city offices grouped according to the offices they seek, and the candidates shall be immediately arranged with and designated by the title of office they seek. The order in which the names of the candidates for each office are to be printed on the ballot shall be determined by lot. Each group of candidates for each separate office for which the candidates are to be elected shall be clearly separated from other groups on the ballot and spaced to avoid confusion on the part of the voter.

(4)
The Secretary of State shall not knowingly certify to the county clerk of any county the name of any candidate or slate of candidates who has not filed the required nomination papers, nor knowingly fail to certify the name of any candidate or slate of candidates who has filed the required nomination papers.

(5)
If the county clerk determines that the number of certified candidates or slates of candidates cannot be placed on a ballot which can be accommodated by the voting machines currently in use by the county, he shall so notify the State Board of Elections not later than the Friday after the filing deadline established in Section 14 of this Act[last Tuesday in February] preceding the primary or the last Tuesday in August preceding the general election. The State Board of Elections shall meet within five (5) days of the notice, review the ballot conditions, and determine whether supplemental paper ballots are necessary for the election. Upon approval of the State Board of Elections, supplemental paper ballots may be used for nonpartisan candidates or slates of candidates for an office or offices and public questions submitted for a yes or no vote. All candidates or slates of candidates for any particular office shall be placed either on the machine ballot or on the paper ballot.

(6)
The ballot position of a candidate or slate of candidates shall not be changed after the ballot position has been designated by the county clerk.

Section 16.   KRS 118.225 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
For the purpose of determining the order in which the names of candidates or slates of candidates to be voted for by the electors of the entire state shall be certified and printed on the ballots with the designation of the respective offices, the Secretary of State shall prepare lists of the counties of each congressional district of the state. He shall arrange the surnames of all candidates or slates of candidates for each office in alphabetical order for the First Congressional District, and the names shall be certified in this order to the county clerks of all the counties comprising that district. For each succeeding congressional district, taken in numerical order, the name appearing first for each office in the last preceding district shall be placed last, and the name appearing second in the last preceding district shall be placed first, and each other name shall be moved up one (1) place. The lists shall be certified accordingly.

(2)
For all other offices for which nomination papers and petitions are filed with the Secretary of State, the order of names of candidates for each office shall be determined by lot at a public drawing to be held in the office of the Secretary of State at 2 p.m., standard time, on the Monday[Thursday] following the filing deadline established in Section 14 of this Act[last Tuesday in January] preceding the primary, nineteen (19)[twenty-six (26)] days before a runoff primary, or the Thursday following the second Tuesday in August preceding the general election.

(3)
For all offices for which nomination papers and petitions are filed in the office of the county clerk, the order in which the names of candidates for each office are to be printed on the ballot shall be determined by lot at a public drawing in the office of the county clerk at 2 p.m., standard time, on the Monday[Thursday] following the filing deadline established in Section 14 of this Act[last Tuesday in January] before the primary or the Thursday following the second Tuesday in August preceding the general election.

(4)
If the number of certified candidates or slates of candidates cannot be placed on a ballot which can be accommodated on voting machines currently in use in the county, the county clerk shall notify the State Board of Elections, as provided in KRS 118.215.

Section 17.   KRS 118.561 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Subject to KRS 118.555, on the first Tuesday after the first[fourth] Monday in June[May], in each presidential election year, the Commonwealth of Kentucky shall conduct presidential preference primary elections within each political party.

(2)
Hours of voting shall be in accordance with KRS 118.035.

(3)
The cost of election, officials, and the entire method of conducting the presidential preference primary shall be in accordance with Kentucky statutory provisions on primary elections.

Section 18.   KRS 118A.060 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Except as provided in KRS 118A.100, no person's name shall appear on a ballot label or absentee ballot for an office of the Court of Justice without first having been nominated as provided in this section.

(2)
Each candidate for nomination shall file a petition for nomination with the Secretary of State not earlier than the first Wednesday after the first Monday in November of the year preceding the year in which the office will appear on the ballot and not later than the first Tuesday in April[last Tuesday in January] preceding the day fixed by law for holding the primary election for the office. The petition shall be sworn to before an officer authorized to administer an oath by the candidate and by not less than two (2) registered voters from the district or circuit from which he seeks nomination. The petition shall be filed no later than 4 p.m. local time at the place of filing when filed on the last date on which the papers are permitted to be filed.

(3)
The petition for nomination shall be in the form prescribed by the State Board of Elections. The petition shall include a declaration sworn to by the candidate, that he or she possesses all the constitutional and statutory requirements of the office for which the candidate has filed. Titles, ranks, or spurious phrases shall not be accepted on the petition and shall not be printed on the ballots as part of the candidate's name; however, nicknames, initials, and contractions of given names may be acceptable as the candidate's name.

(4)
The Secretary of State shall examine the petition of each candidate to determine whether it is regular on its face. If there is an error, the Secretary of State shall notify the candidate by certified mail within twenty-four (24) hours of filing. The order of names on the ballot for each district or circuit, and numbered division thereof if divisions exist, shall be determined by lot at a public drawing to be held in the office of the Secretary of State at 2 p.m., standard time, on the Monday[Thursday] following the filing deadline established in subsection (2) of this section[last Tuesday in January] preceding the primary election.

(5)
Not later than the[ third] Tuesday after the filing deadline established in subsection (2) of this section[in February] preceding the primary election, and after the order of names on the ballot has been determined as required in subsection (4) of this section, the Secretary of State shall:

(a)
Certify to the county clerks of the respective counties entitled to participate in the election of the various candidates, the name and place of residence of each candidate for each office, by district or circuit, and numbered division thereof if divisions exist, as specified in the petitions for nomination filed with him; and

(b)
Designate for the county clerks the office of the Court of Justice with which the names of candidates shall be printed and the order in which they are to appear on the ballot.

(6)
The ballot position of a candidate shall not be changed after the ballot position has been designated by the county clerk.

(7)
The county clerks of each county shall cause to be printed on the ballot labels for the voting machines and on the special ballots for the primary the names of the candidates for offices in the Court of Justice.

(8)
The names of the candidates shall be placed on the voting machine in a separate column or columns or in a separate line or lines and identified by the words "Judicial Ballot." The words "Vote for one," or "Vote for one in each division," shall be printed on the ballot in an appropriate location. The office, numbered division thereof if divisions exist, and the candidates therefor shall be clearly labeled. No party designation or emblem of any kind, nor any sign indicating any candidate's political belief or party affiliation, shall be used on voting machines or special ballots.

(9)
The two (2) candidates receiving the highest number of votes for nomination for justice or judge of a district or circuit, or numbered division thereof if divisions exist, shall be nominated. Certificates of nomination shall be issued as provided in KRS 118A.190.

(10)
If it appears after expiration of the time for filing petitions for nomination that there are not more than two (2) candidates who have filed the necessary petitions for a place on the ballot in the regular election, no drawing for ballot position shall be held and the Secretary of State shall immediately issue and file in his office certificates of nomination, and send copies to the candidates.

SECTION 19.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 121 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

Statewide candidates for political office, statewide slates of candidates for political office, and state and county political parties shall use reasonable efforts to notify contributors and potential contributors that contributions, including in-kind contributions, from a business entity and certain individuals associated with the business entity defined in Section 1 of this Act may affect the ability of that business entity to contract or continue to contract with the state for "property, goods, and services" as defined in Section 1 of this Act. The failure of a business entity to receive the notice prescribed in this section shall not be a defense to a violation of Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5 of this Act.

Section 20.   KRS 6.807 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Each legislative agent and employer, within seven (7) days following engagement of a legislative agent, shall file with the commission an initial registration statement listing the following:

(a)
The name, business address and telephone number, and occupation of the legislative agent;

(b)
The name, brief description of the nature of the business, nature and identity of the organized association, coalition, or public interest entity, business address and telephone number of the employer, and the real party in interest on whose behalf the legislative agent is lobbying, if it is different from the employer. For the purposes of this section, if a trade association or other charitable or fraternal organization that is exempt from federal income taxation under Section 501(c) of the Internal Revenue Code is the employer, the statement shall not list the names and addresses of each member of the association or organization, if the association or organization itself is listed;

(c)
The name, bill number, or a brief description of the legislative action for which the legislative agent is or will be engaged in lobbying on behalf of their employer or as a representative of the organized association, coalition, or public interest entity;

(d)
The date on which the legislative agent was engaged; and

(e)
Certification by the employer and legislative agent that the information contained in the registration statement is complete and accurate.

(2)
The registration shall be valid through the next thirty-first day of December of an odd-numbered year, unless previously terminated.

(3)
(a)
In addition to the initial registration statement required by subsection (1) of this section, each legislative agent and employer shall file an updated registration statement with the commission to be received by the commission, not later than 4 p.m. on the fifteenth day of January, February, March, April, and May, and the fifteenth day of September of each[ even-numbered] year[, and the fifteenth day of January, May, and September in each odd-numbered year,] for the period since the end of the period covered by the previous report until the last day of the month preceding the filing date. The commission may grant a reasonable extension of time for filing the updated registration statement for good cause shown.

(b)
The updated registration statement shall confirm the continuing existence of each engagement described in an initial registration statement, and list the specific bills or resolutions on which the agent lobbied under that engagement during the period covered by the updated statement. Any statement of expenditures required to be filed by KRS 6.821 and any details of financial transactions required to be filed by KRS 6.824 shall be filed with the updated registration statement.

(4)
If a legislative agent is engaged by more than one employer, the agent shall file a separate initial and updated registration statement for each engagement. If an employer engages more than one (1) legislative agent, the employer shall file only one (1) updated registration statement under subsection (3) of this section, which shall contain the information required by subsection (3) of this section regarding all legislative agents engaged by the employer.

(5)
(a)
A change in any information required by subsection (1)(a), (b), or (c) of this section shall be reflected in the next updated registration statement filed under subsection (3) of this section.

(b)
Within thirty (30) days after the termination of an engagement, the legislative agent who was employed under the engagement shall file written notice of the termination with the commission.

(c)
If the termination of a legislative agent leaves an employer without the engagement of any legislative agents, within thirty (30) days after the termination, the employer shall file written notice with the commission of its intent to terminate its current registration.

(6)
Upon registration pursuant to subsection (1) of this section, the legislative agent shall be issued a card by the commission, showing that the legislative agent is registered. The registration card shall be valid from the date of its issuance through the next thirty-first day of December of an odd-numbered year.

(7)
Any legislative agent or employer who fails to file the initial registration statement or updated registration statement, or who fails to remedy a deficiency in any filing in a timely manner, may be fined by the commission an amount not to exceed one hundred dollars ($100) per day, up to a maximum total fine of one thousand dollars ($1,000) without the necessity of a complaint being filed, notwithstanding KRS 6.686(1)(a), but only after notice has been given to the alleged violator of the intent of the commission to impose a fine, including the amount of the fine, and an opportunity has been afforded the alleged violator to appear before the commission or otherwise offer evidence as he may choose in mitigation of the imposition of the fine.

(8)
Any legislative agent or employer who intentionally fails to register shall be guilty of a Class D felony.

Section 21.   Whereas it is critical that immediate steps be taken to assure that contracts or agreements entered into by the Commonwealth are free of the potential for undue influence and favoritism that can occur if awarded based on contributions to candidates or political parties and that legislative agents' reports of lobbying activities are available during this and future odd-year regular sessions, an emergency is declared to exist, and Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 19, and 20 of this Act take effect upon its passage and approval by the Governor or upon its otherwise becoming a law.
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