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AN ACT relating to testing for the human immunodeficiency virus.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 214 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The General Assembly finds and declares as follows:
(1)
Perinatal transmission of human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection from the mother to a baby still occurs in spite of it being preventable with current medications and obstetric management;

(2)
Perinatal HIV infection frequently occurs because the mother is not aware that she is infected;

(3)
Some physicians are not testing pregnant women for HIV or are testing only women perceived to be at high risk resulting in failure to identify all pregnant women who are positive for HIV; and
(4)
The likelihood of transmission of HIV from the pregnant woman to the fetus or newborn can be greatly reduced if knowledge of HIV is known prior to birth.
Section 2.   The General Assembly recognizes the need to encourage human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) testing for all pregnant women. The Kentucky Medical Association is encouraged to work closely with the Cabinet for Health Services to determine the percentage of pregnant women in Kentucky who are not offered testing for human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) and to submit a report of the findings to the Interim Joint Committee on Health and Welfare prior to September 1, 2001.
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