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AN ACT relating to the Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner Program.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 314.142 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The Kentucky Board of Nursing shall promulgate administrative regulations pursuant to KRS Chapter 13A to create a Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner Program. These administrative regulations shall address, at a minimum:

(a)
Educational requirements for sexual assault nurse examiners and statewide standards for provision of the education;

(b)
The application process through which registered nurses who submit documentation of required education and clinical experience and who remit the designated application fee may apply to the board to be credentialed as a "Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner";

(c)
Continuing education requirements for maintenance of the sexual assault nurse examiner credential; and

(d)
Methods of monitoring overall program implementation.

(2)
For the purpose of providing recommendations to the Kentucky Board of Nursing on the development and implementation of the Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner Program, there is hereby created a Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner Advisory Council. The following members shall serve on the council by virtue of their office: the executive director of the Kentucky Board of Nursing or the executive director's designee; the executive director of the Kentucky Hospital Association or the executive director's designee; the state medical examiner or the examiner's designee; the commissioner of the Department for Community Based Services of the Cabinet for Families and Children or the commissioner's designee; the executive director of the Governor's Office of Child Abuse and Domestic Violence Services or the executive director's designee; the president of the Kentucky Association of Sexual Assault Programs or the president's designee; the commissioner of the Department for Public Health of the Cabinet for Health Services or the commissioner's designee; the commissioner of the Kentucky State Police or the commissioner's designee; the chair of the Kentucky Association of Baccalaureate and Higher Degree Nursing Programs or the chair's designee; the director of the Victim's Advocacy Division of the Office of the Attorney General or the director's designee; the director of the Prosecutors Advisory Council of the Office of the Attorney General or the director's designee; and the director of the Kentucky State Police Crime Lab or the director's designee. Two (2) members shall be registered nurses with forensic experience appointed by the Governor from a list of three (3) names recommended by the Kentucky Nurses Association. One (1) member shall be a physician with forensic experience appointed by the Governor from a list of three (3) names recommended by the Kentucky Medical Association. Two (2) members with a demonstrated interest and experience in victims' services shall be appointed by the Governor to serve as at-large members. Of the at-large members, one (1) shall be appointed from a list of three (3) names recommended by the Kentucky Board of Nursing and one (1) from a list of three (3) names recommended by the Cabinet for Health Services.

(3)
Members shall serve at the pleasure of the appointing authority but shall not serve longer than four (4) years without reappointment.

(4)
The chair of the advisory council shall be elected by a majority vote of council members.

(5)
Each member of the council may be reimbursed for necessary expenses incurred in attending its meetings from funds available through the collection of fees required under subsection (1) of this section.

(6)
Any person in this state who holds a credential as a Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner as defined in KRS 314.011(14) shall have the right to use the title "Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner" and the abbreviation "SANE". No other person shall assume the title or use the abbreviation or any other words, letters, signs, or figures to indicate that the person using the same is a Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner.

(7)
Any person who is credentialed and certified in Kentucky as a Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner shall be authorized to conduct a forensic examination of a victim of a sexual offense, regardless of the age of the victim, under the medical protocol issued by the State Medical Examiner under KRS 216B.400.
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