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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION relating to congressional, senatorial, and representative districts and declaring an emergency.

WHEREAS, Sections 27 and 33 of the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Kentucky grant the authority for redrawing congressional, senatorial, and representative districts to the General Assembly; and

WHEREAS, upon receipt of the 2000 Decennial Census of Population from the United States Bureau of the Census, it is the duty of the General Assembly to begin consideration of issues impacting the redrawing of congressional, senatorial, and representative districts; and

WHEREAS, communities throughout the Commonwealth deserve a presence in the redistricting process; and

WHEREAS, all citizens of the Commonwealth of Kentucky are entitled to a legislative process which is fair, open, and responsive; and

WHEREAS, the cornerstone of sound government is the ability to cooperate and reach equitable solutions in a nonpartisan manner;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the House of Representatives concurring therein:

Section 1.   There is created the E.L.E.C.T (Equitable Lines Elevating Community Ties) Task Force as a subcommittee of the Interim Joint Committee on State Government for the purpose of conducting public hearings relating to the redrawing of congressional, state senatorial, and state representative districts in the Commonwealth of Kentucky. The Task Force shall meet as prescribed in Section 3 of this Resolution with the primary responsibilities of ascertaining communities of interest and seeking public comments for consideration throughout the redistricting process as it relates to congressional, senatorial, and representative districts.

Section 2.   The co-chairs of the Interim Joint Committee on State Government shall serve as co-chairs of the Task Force. The President of the Senate shall appoint 6 members of the Senate to the Task Force, 3 from the majority party and 3 from the minority party. The Speaker of the House of Representatives shall appoint 6 members of the House to the Task Force, 3 from the majority party and 3 from the minority party. All members appointed to the Task Force shall be members of the Interim Joint Committee on State Government.

Section 3.   The Task Force shall hold its initial meeting on Monday, April 30, 2001, in Frankfort, Kentucky, for organizational purposes. The Task Force shall schedule a minimum of 6 additional meetings to be held at a location and time to be determined by the Task Force in each of Kentucky's 6 congressional districts. These 6 required meetings of the Task Force shall be completed no later than Friday, June 29, 2001. Additional meetings of the Task Force may be scheduled in Frankfort or any other necessary venue within the Commonwealth, as needed, if the co-chairs of the Legislative Research Commission jointly approve the holding of any additional meetings.

Section 4.   All meetings of the Task Force shall be recorded by video and audio devices and all testimony and documents provided to the Task Force during its meetings shall be subject to the Kentucky Open Records Act, KRS 61.870 to 61.884. All requests for recordings, testimony, and other documents provided to the Task Force shall be submitted to the Legislative Research Commission with a copy of the request transmitted to the co-chairs of the Task Force.

Section 5.   All records of the Task Force, as specified in Section 4 of this Resolution, shall be maintained by the Legislative Research Commission until congressional, senatorial, and representative redistricting legislation is enacted following the 2010 Decennial Census of Population.

Section 6.   The Task Force shall remain in effect until congressional, senatorial, and representative redistricting legislation is enacted by the General Assembly following the 2000 Decennial Census of Population.

Section 7.   Provisions of this Resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.

Section 8.   Whereas information regarding the 2000 Decennial Census of Population will be provided to redistricting authorities in the Commonwealth of Kentucky no later than April 1, 2001, an emergency is declared to exist, and this Resolution takes effect upon its passage and approval by the Governor or upon its otherwise becoming law.

Page 1 of 3
SC008310.100-1490

GA

