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A JOINT RESOLUTION directing the Department of Parks, Tourism Development Cabinet, to determine the feasibility, costs, and benefits of expanding and improving Kingdom Come State Park.

WHEREAS, Kingdom Come State Park, 1,283 acres of unspoiled wilderness located in Letcher County, is considered the crowning jewel in the crest of Pine Mountain; and

WHEREAS, the circular stone gazebo at the entrance to Kingdom Come State Park above Cumberland, Kentucky, offers a spectacular view of Black Mountain, which at 4,400 feet is the highest point in Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Kingdom Come State Park offers visitors 14 hiking trails, a lighted cave amphitheater, primitive camping, rock climbing, freshwater fishing, a visitor center and gift shop, and picnic area, but does not provide lodging, museums, an educational center, or other amenities necessary to attract tourists to the area; and

WHEREAS, tourism is a vital part of the eastern coal field region's economic development effort and tourism creates an environment that is a major asset to local communities' business growth; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly needs information on the feasibility, costs, and benefits of increasing lodging facilities, and expanding and improving tourist attractions in order to determine objectively and responsibly whether funding for increased expansion should follow;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Department of Parks, Tourism Development Cabinet, is directed to study the feasibility, costs, and benefits of expanding Kingdom Come State Park by:

(1)
Building and maintaining overnight lodging in the form of cabins, and recommending an optimal number of cabins for the state park; 

(2)
Purchasing, maintaining, and operating as a tourism attraction, Portal 31 underground mine, located in Harlan County, near Lynch, Kentucky;

(3)
Purchasing, maintaining, and operating the Kentucky Coal Mining Museum located in the National Historic District on Main Street, Benham, Kentucky; and

(4)
Purchasing, maintaining, and operating the Benham School House Inn, a 1920's brick school house refurbished to include a restaurant, banquet rooms, and 30 overnight lodging rooms, on Central Avenue in Benham, Kentucky.

Section 2.   The study shall begin not later than August 1, 2001, and the report and recommendations shall be submitted to the Legislative Research Commission not later than September, 2002.
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