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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of Antioch Baptist Church upon the occasion of its official groundbreaking ceremony on March 31, 2001.

WHEREAS, Antioch Baptist Church was organized in 1872 as St. John Baptist Church, with a membership of twelve people, and under the leadership of the Reverend Charles Oldham; and

WHEREAS, in the beginning, the church worshipped in many different locations, and from 1872 to 1900, it changed pastors 22 times; before the turn of the Twentieth Century, St. John Baptist Church changed its name to Antioch Baptist Church for inspirational reasons, and it wasn't until 1901 that the church settled into its first permanent building, which was located at Eleventh Street and Wilson Avenue in Louisville; and

WHEREAS, under the encouragement and guidance of the Reverend G. F. Watson, who wrote a book of sermons and baptized over 500 people during his 47 years as pastor of Antioch Baptist Church, the church moved to her present location at 1701 Dumesnil Street on April 6, 1921, as witnessed by church family members in their ceremonial march from Eleventh Street and Wilson Avenue, continuing down Oak Street onto Seventeenth Street, and finally, to its location at Seventeenth and Dumesnil Streets, where Antioch's cornerstone was placed at the southeast corner of the building; and

WHEREAS, since 1986, the Reverend Curtis Crawford, Jr., has been pastor of Antioch Baptist Church, and under his auspices, many new missions and goals have been accomplished due to his focus on ministering to all the saints as God's Holy Messenger; he initiated a Capital Stewardship Campaign in August, 1995, for the specific purpose of raising funds for a new sanctuary and educational building; and in November, 1996, because of the successful fundraising campaign, Antioch Baptist Church members were able to burn the mortgage on the property at 3315 Dixie Highway, the site of the new church building; and

WHEREAS, in 1998, as the result of membership increase, Antioch Baptist Church expanded its ministries to include the Ministry of Evangelism, the Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Music, and the Ministry of Youth; and 

WHEREAS, on March 31, 2001, Antioch Baptist Church will hold an official groundbreaking ceremony at its new location at 3315 Dixie Highway;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby congratulate the members of Antioch Baptist Church, and its pastor, the Reverend Curtis Crawford, Jr., for the impressive and successful fundraising campaign at its new location at 3315 Dixie Highway, in Louisville, Kentucky. This honorable body is indeed proud and honored to recognize Antioch Baptist Church for 128 years of excellent leadership and inspirational service to its community. The Commonwealth is indeed blessed to receive the peace and joy the flock of Antioch Baptist Church so lovingly gives.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of the Antioch Baptist Church upon the occasion of its official groundbreaking ceremony on March 31, 2001.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Reverend Curtis Crawford, Jr., Antioch Baptist Church, 1701 Dumesnil Street, Louisville, Kentucky 40210 and to Ms. Carolyn Humphrey, 419 Shelby Parkway, Louisville, Kentucky 40203.
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