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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of Lisa Ann Cooney Henderson and wishing her a speedy recovery.

WHEREAS, Lisa Ann Cooney Henderson, news anchor at WLWT in Cincinnati, Ohio, and a Northern Kentucky native, is recuperating from surgery in which she donated a kidney on January 11, 2001, to longtime family friend, Andrew Patrick Thelen of Lakeside Park, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Andrew Patrick Thelen has had debilitating kidney problems since birth and had been on a kidney transplant waiting list for two years; and

WHEREAS, Lisa Ann Cooney Henderson's generous organ donation will enable Andrew Patrick Thelen to live a long and productive life, and her contribution is evidenced by the inner strength, compassion, and unconditional love she has demonstrated toward her fellow man; and

WHEREAS, the shortage of organ and tissue donation is evidenced each month when more than 2,000 new names are added to the national waiting list for organ transplants, and approximately 10 to 11 people die every day while waiting for a transplant of a vital organ, such as a kidney, heart, or liver; and 

WHEREAS, organs and tissues that can be transplanted include the kidneys, corneas, heart, heart/lungs, liver, pancreas, heart valves, bone, bone marrow and skin; and the system ensures that donated organs are offered first to those who are in most critical need and those who most closely match the characteristics of the donor; and

WHEREAS, a person must be eighteen years of age or older for organ or tissue donation. Signing a donor card or the organ donor declaration on the back of a driver's license expresses an individual's wish to become a donor; and in so doing, it provides the opportunity of life to someone who would otherwise be destined to die;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby applaud Lisa Ann Cooney Henderson for her most generous gift to Andrew Patrick Thelen, and we wish to Lisa and Andrew a very speedy recovery.

Section 2.   The Senate does hereby urge all Kentuckians to become organ donors.

Section 3.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Lisa Ann Cooney Henderson.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Ms. Lisa Ann Cooney Henderson, 1075 Montague, Park Hills, Kentucky 41011 and to Mr. Andrew Patrick Thelen, 2716 Marlo Way, Lakeside Park, Kentucky 41017.
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