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 HB 692  

Amendment #
 

SUBJECT/TITLE
Domestic relations, Child custody

SPONSOR
Representative John Bowling

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Sheriffs' offices and local law enforcement

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 692 provides for shared parenting in the case of divorce or separation.  Shared parenting means a parenting relationship between a mother and father with as equally as possible split between physical and decision-making responsibilities.  Section 5 of the bill provides that if a court of this state has jurisdiction pursuant to the Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction Act, custody orders may be modified at any time to an order of shared parenting. 

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 692 on local governments is indeterminable, but is expected to be minimal.  The new custody arrangement of shared parenting, and the provision allowing custody orders to be modified at any time to an order of shared parenting, could result in numerous appeals to current custody decrees.  The appealing party has the responsibility to notify the other party in the custody appeal, so no impact to local government is anticipated from the initial decree appeal.  Some impact is anticipated as custody orders are changed, however.  As custody decrees are changed, and children move from one parent to another with increasing frequency, local law enforcement officials may expect some calls to from parents requesting assistance in retrieving children from the other parent.  The frequency of such calls and the staff time involved in performing these duties cannot be estimated. 

DATA SOURCE(S)
Jon Grate, LRC; Captain Ann Catlett, Franklin County Sheriff's Office; Stephen Houston, Franklin County Family Court;

PREPARER
Tom Hewlett
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