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AN ACT relating to Kentucky youth scholars.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 186.402 is amended to read as follows:

It is the goal of the General Assembly to:

(1)
Improve traffic safety and reduce traffic accident injuries and fatalities by controlling a young driver's exposure and progressively moving the driver into more difficult driving experiences prior to full licensure;
(2)
Increase the awareness of young people on the importance of high college board scores, as well as the importance of being involved in character development and leadership programs, because many Kentucky students forfeit nominations to the United States service academies, college scholarships, and better vocational opportunities due to low college board scores;
(3)
Encourage young people to become active in the Boy Scouts of America, the Girl Scouts of America, and the Civil Air Patrol because these are among the finest programs in the United States for producing young leaders that are recognized for sound moral values and responsible behavior; and
(4)
Recognize that it is in the Commonwealth's interest to explore new incentives to inspire more students to undertake early involvement in college board testing and the leadership programs offered by the Boy Scouts of America, the Girl Scouts of America, and the Civil Air Patrol.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS 186.400 TO 186.640 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
As used in this section:

(a)
"ACT" means the American College Testing Assessment and the four (4) subject areas of the test governing skills in English, reading, science reasoning, and math;

(b)
"Kentucky scholar" means a student who is at least fifteen (15) years of age who has:
1.
Achieved a perfect score in one (1) of the ACT or SAT subject areas; or
2.
Achieved a composite score of twenty-two (22) on the ACT or one thousand fifty (1,050) on the SAT and who has achieved the rank of Eagle Scout in the Boy Scouts of America, received the Billy Mitchell Award in the Civil Air Patrol, or earned the Gold Award in the Girl Scouts of America; and
(c)
"SAT" means the Scholastic Aptitude Test and the two (2) subject areas of the test governing math and verbal skills.
(2)
A Kentucky scholar shall be permitted to apply for an instruction permit as young as fifteen (15) years of age subject to the provisions of this section.

(3)
A Kentucky scholar wanting to apply for an instruction permit shall be required to submit a copy of his or her ACT or SAT scores to the Transportation Cabinet and, if applicable, proof that he or she has achieved the rank of Eagle Scout in the Boy Scouts of America, received the Billy Mitchell Award in the Civil Air Patrol, or earned the Gold Award in the Girl Scouts of America. Upon submission of the information required under this subsection, the cabinet shall, within five (5) working days of receipt of the information, issue the Kentucky scholar a letter that authorizes the scholar to apply for an instruction permit in the office of the circuit clerk of the county of the scholar's residence. All circuit clerks shall honor the letter issued by the cabinet to the Kentucky scholar and allow the scholar to apply for an instruction permit.

(4)
A Kentucky scholar who is under the age of sixteen (16) who has been issued an instruction permit shall be required to hold the permit until he or she reaches the age of sixteen (16) before being eligible to apply for an operator's license.

Section 3.   KRS 186.410 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Every person except those exempted by KRS 186.420 and 186.430 shall before operating a motor vehicle, motorcycle, or moped upon a highway secure an operator's license as provided in this chapter.

(2)
All original, renewal, and duplicate licenses for the operation of motor vehicles, motorcycles, or mopeds shall be issued by the Transportation Cabinet. Applications for renewal licenses shall be made every four (4) years within thirty (30) days after the birth date of the applicant. A license shall not be issued until the application has been certified by the cabinet.

(3)
All color photo nondriver identification cards shall be valid for four (4) years from the date of issuance.

(4)
A person may, at any time between the age of fifteen (15)[sixteen (16)] and eighteen (18), subject to the provisions of Section 2 of this Act, enroll in one (1) of the following driver training programs:

(a)
The person may enroll in a driver's education course administered by a school district; or

(b)
The person may enroll in a driver training school licensed pursuant to KRS Chapter 332 which offers a course meeting or exceeding the minimum standards established by the Transportation Cabinet; or

(c)
The person may seek to enroll in state traffic school before the person's eighteenth birthday. Persons enrolling in state traffic school pursuant to this paragraph shall not be required to pay a fee.

(5)
If, for any reason, a person fails to successfully complete the required driver training pursuant to subsection (4) of this section within one (1) year of being issued an operator's license, the Transportation Cabinet shall enroll the person in state traffic school and cancel or suspend the operator's driving privileges until the person completes state traffic school.

Section 4.   KRS 186.450 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
A person who is at least sixteen (16) years of age, or fifteen (15) years of age if the person meets the requirements of Section 2 of this Act, may apply for an instruction permit to operate a motor vehicle. A person who possesses a valid motor vehicle operators' license or a person who is at least eighteen (18) years of age may apply for an instruction permit to operate a motorcycle. A holder of either a motor vehicle or motorcycle instruction permit may also operate a moped under that permit. A person applying for an instruction permit under this section shall make application in the office of the circuit clerk in the county where the person lives. A person applying for an instruction permit shall be required to comply with the following:

(a)
If the person is under the age of eighteen (18), the instruction permit application shall be signed by the applicant's parent or legal guardian. If the person does not have a living parent or does not have a legal guardian, the instruction permit application shall be signed by a person willing to assume responsibility for the applicant pursuant to KRS 186.590; and

(b)
All applicants for an instruction permit shall comply with the examinations required by KRS 186.480.

(2)
If an applicant successfully passes the examinations required by KRS 186.480, the applicant shall be issued an instruction permit upon payment of a six dollar ($6) fee pursuant to KRS 186.531.

(3)
An instruction permit shall be valid for one (1) year and may be renewed. A person under the age of twenty-one (21) at the time of application for an instruction permit shall have the instruction permit a minimum of one hundred eighty (180) days before applying for an operator's license. A person who is at least twenty-one (21) years of age at the time of application for an instruction permit shall have the instruction permit a minimum of thirty (30) days before applying for an operator's license.

(4)
A person shall have the instruction permit in his possession at all times when operating a motor vehicle, motorcycle, or moped upon the highway. When operating a motor vehicle, a motor vehicle instruction permit holder shall be accompanied by a person with a valid operator's license who is at least twenty-one (21) years of age occupying the seat beside the operator at all times.

(5)
A person with an instruction permit who is under the age of eighteen (18) shall not operate a motor vehicle, motorcycle, or moped between the hours of 12 midnight and 6 a.m. unless the person can demonstrate good cause for driving including, but not limited to, emergencies, involvement in school related activities, or involvement in work related activities.

(6)
A person under the age of eighteen (18) who accumulates more than six (6) points against his driving privilege may have the driving privilege suspended pursuant to KRS Chapter 186 or probated by the court.

(7)
An applicant for relicensing after revocation shall pay the clerk a fee of twenty-five dollars ($25). The twenty-five dollar ($25) fee shall not apply to any person whose license was suspended for failure to meet the conditions described in KRS 186.411 when, within one (1) year of suspension, the driving privileges of such individuals are reinstated and persons reinstated pursuant to KRS 159.051.
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