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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Cawood Ledford, a Kentucky legend.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Cawood Ledford, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, it was with heavy hearts and deep sorrow that we learned of Cawood Ledford's passing on September 5, 2001; and

WHEREAS, Cawood Ledford will be affectionately remembered as "The Voice of the Kentucky Wildcats"; he earned the distinction of being the most honored and most celebrated sportscaster in Kentucky history; he began calling the play-by-play of the Kentucky games in 1953, and during his career, he called 17 NCAA Final Fours, including Kentucky's national championship seasons in 1958 and 1978; and he brought an abundance of joy and happiness to thousands of sports fans throughout the United States and abroad; and

WHEREAS, during his thirty-nine-year career with the University of Kentucky, Cawood Ledford was voted "Sportscaster of the Year" twenty-two times; he was also one of the most renowned thoroughbred racing sportscasters in the nation, and his broadcast of Northern Dancer's thrilling stretch win over Hill Rise in the 1964 Kentucky Derby is considered one of the great calls in American horse racing history; he was a three-time winner of the racing industry's highest honor, the prestigious Eclipse Award, and for twenty years, fans associated his voice with the "Run for the Roses"; and

WHEREAS, Cawood Ledford was in a class by himself, as witnessed by the fact that everytime the "Cats" were on television, sports fans across the nation would turn the volumes of their televisions off and their radios on in order to hear Cawood call the game; and

WHEREAS, in addition to giving the play-by-play of the Wildcat games and calling the Kentucky Derby, Cawood Ledford possessed a genius in sportscasting that led him to also call the Heavyweight Boxing Championship, the Masters Golf Tournament, the World Series, and the Final Four; and

WHEREAS, Cawood Ledford was named to the Kentucky Journalism Hall of Fame, and in 1991, his honorary jersey was retired in Rupp Arena, making him the only person other than a coach or player to receive that honor; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Cawood Ledford has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Cawood Ledford, our native son, and extends to his family and countless friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   The passion, dedication, and intelligence Cawood Ledford brought to this Commonwealth will never be forgotten, and sports fans throughout Kentucky will remember him as the fine gentleman that he was, and will remember the many hours of joyous entertainment he brought to Kentuckians everywhere.

Section 3.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Cawood Ledford, a Kentucky legend.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Frances Ledford, Cawood, Kentucky 40815.
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