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A RESOLUTION recognizing and honoring the First Lady, Mrs. Judi Patton, as a "Legislative Champion for Women and Children."

WHEREAS, Mrs. Patton has boldly established an active leadership role for the First Lady of the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, Mrs. Patton lends her leadership to those who typically do not have a voice in government, to women and children harmed by abuse and violence, and to health issues for women; and

WHEREAS, Mrs. Patton's commitment to improving government's response to abuse and domestic violence and her work on behalf of women's health includes actions, advocacy, and testimony for legislative proposals; and

WHEREAS, Mrs. Patton has helped with twenty-one bills and resolutions passed by the General Assembly between 1996 and 2002. These bills and resolutions: required training on domestic violence and sexual assault, increased the visibility of victim advocates, increased support for child advocacy centers and rape crisis centers, improved the response of the criminal justice system to victims of child abuse and domestic violence, supported health insurance coverage for breast cancer treatment, and supported the creation of the Office of Women's Physical and Mental Health; and

WHEREAS, in 1998, Mrs. Patton was instrumental in the creation and establishment of the Governor's Office of Child Abuse and Domestic Violence Services, an office that through the professional work of its executive director, Carol Jordan, has done more for women and children than any other agency in the state; and

WHEREAS, Mrs. Patton has devoted her time and energy to breast cancer survivors by hosting the first statewide reception at the Governor's Mansion for cancer survivors, by leading the Mother's Day Mammogram program, by her work as Honorary Chair of the "Walk For Her Lifetime" campaign to support mobile mammography services; and

WHEREAS, Mrs. Patton has received numerous state and national awards for her efforts, including an advocacy award from the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, Outstanding Legislative Advocacy Award from the Kentucky Coalition Against Rape and Sexual Assault, Commissioner's Award from the United States Department of Health and Human Services, Outstanding Leadership Award from the Kentucky Commonwealth's Attorneys Association, Outstanding Service to Children Award from the Kentucky Council on Exceptional Children, the Joy of Life Award from the Kentucky Cancer Program, and the Leadership Award from the Center for Women and Families; and

WHEREAS, during her entire tenure as First Lady of the Commonwealth, Mrs. Patton has worked tirelessly on behalf of Kentucky's women and children;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby honor and express its gratitude to Mrs. Judi Patton, First Lady of the Commonwealth, for her efforts on behalf of Kentucky's vulnerable populations and for making Kentucky a better place for all citizens.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit copies of this resolution to Governor Paul Patton and to Mrs. Judi Patton, First Lady of the Commonwealth, and to Ms. Carol Jordan, Executive Director, Governor's Office of Child Abuse and Domestic Violence Services.
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