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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Mary Nell Stephenson Smith.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Mary Nell Stephenson Smith, and we pause in silent reverence for her soul.

WHEREAS, Mary Nell Stephenson Smith was born on December 28, 1924, a native of Russell County, Kentucky, and she traversed these earthly bounds on December 23, 2001; and

WHEREAS, Mary Nell Stephenson Smith was the loving daughter of the late J. C. Stephenson and Opal Nell Humble Stephenson; she was the devoted wife of Dr. Hugh R. Smith; she was the devoted mother of five sons and their spouses, Joel R. and Alicia Smith of Jamestown, Dr. Henry S. and Jane Smith of Jamestown, Jeffrey C. and Karen Smith of Bowling Green, Kendall K. and Kara Smith of Grove City, Ohio, and Christopher L. Smith of Russell Springs; she was the proud grandmother of fourteen grandchildren; and she was the loving sister of Jean Stephenson Smith of Bowling Green, and two brothers, Dr. Harry C. Stephenson of Prospect and J. M. Stephenson of Franklin, Indiana; and

WHEREAS, Mary Nell Stephenson Smith was an esteemed member of the Russell County community, where she was a former teacher, past state director for the 1976 United States Bicentennial Celebration, an agent for Bankers Life and Casualty Insurance Company, a member of the Honorable Order of Kentucky Colonels, a member of the Fonthill Homemakers, and a member of the Order of the Eastern Star; and

WHEREAS, Mary Nell Stephenson Smith was a loyal member of the Democratic Party, she was a member of the Russell County Democratic Women's Club and was instrumental in establishing the Democratic Women's Club in Bowling Green, she was past campaign manager in the Fifth Congressional District for Wendell Ford's Gubernatorial Campaign, a member of the Kentucky Democratic Executive Committee, and a delegate to the Democratic National Convention; and

WHEREAS, Mary Nell Stephenson Smith was a devout member of Friendship Baptist Church, where her funeral services were held on December 27, 2001, with burial in the Smith Memorial Cemetery in Russell Springs; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Mary Nell Stephenson Smith has left a void that cannot be filled, and she is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body does hereby express its utter sense of bereavement upon the passing of Mary Nell Stephenson Smith, and extends to her family and many friends its most profound and deepest sympathy.

Section 2.   The passion, dedication, intelligence and social consciousness Mary Nell Stephenson Smith brought to this Commonwealth will never be forgotten.

Section 3.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Mary Nell Stephenson Smith.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Jeffrey Hoover for presentation to the family of Mary Nell Stephenson Smith.
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