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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of retired United States Army Colonel Ruby Bradley.

WHEREAS, it seems appropriate from time to time for this honorable body to reflect upon the contributions of special individuals who have enriched the lives of so many people, and Colonel Ruby Bradley has been a source of invincible strength to all the lives she has touched; and

WHEREAS, Colonel Ruby Bradley, a native of Spencer, West Virginia, and recent resident of Prestonsburg, Floyd County, Kentucky, joined the United States Army Nurse Corps as a surgical nurse, and, when the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, she was a thirty-four year old administrator serving in the Philippines at Camp John Hay in Baguio on Luzon Island which was 200 miles from Manila; three weeks later she was captured by the Japanese, and on September 23, 1943, she was imprisoned at the Santo Tomas Internment Camp in Manila, the Philippines; and

WHEREAS, during the three years that Colonel Ruby Bradley was in the World War II prisoner of war camp, she chose to ignore her own hunger and gave most of her food to children who were also being held captive; and, in the midst of those dark days, she and other nurses (referred to by the other captives as "Angels in Fatigues") set up a clinic to care for the sick and wounded and comfort the dying, and she insists that she was never sick during the time she and her nursing colleagues battled disease, starvation and crude conditions to care for other prisoners, both soldiers and civilians; and

WHEREAS, Colonel Ruby Bradley has vivid memories of the night the United States Army tank crashed through the gates of the camp with a vengeance, freeing her after three years of captivity; she enjoyed peace for the next five years, then the Korean War took her overseas again where she fulfilled her duties as a combat nurse in evacuation hospitals; and

WHEREAS, because of her bravery, the commitments she made to her country, and the sacrifices she made for her country, Colonel Ruby Bradley is one of the nation's most decorated female veterans, with a collection of thirty-four medals, including two Legion of Merit medals, two Bronze Stars, two Presidential Emblems, the World War II Victory Medal and the United Nations Service Medal, and she was also the recipient of the International Red Cross' prestigious nursing honor, the Florence Nightingale Medal;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby honor and commend Colonel Ruby Bradley for her strong commitment in just causes, her bravery during World War II and during the Korean War, and for the many sacrifices she made during her career as a member of the United States Army Nurse Corps. We proudly welcome you to our great Commonwealth.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Colonel Ruby Bradley.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Johnny Turner for presentation to Colonel Ruby Bradley.
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