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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of the late Bill Monroe, "the Father of Bluegrass Music."

WHEREAS, Bill Monroe was born on a farm near Rosine, in Ohio County, Kentucky on September 13, 1911, and he traversed these earthly bounds on September 9, 1996; and

WHEREAS, our great Commonwealth has been blessed with talented musicians native to our state, but none have made more of an impact on bluegrass music as the legendary Bill Monroe, "the Father of Bluegrass Music;" and no song is as highly recognized and appreciated in his home state as his "Blue Moon of Kentucky" recording, and other well-known recordings, such as "Mule Skinner Blues" and "Footprints in the Snow," along with his upbeat recording of "I'm Sitting On Top of the World," are forever imprinted in the minds of bluegrass music admirers; and in his later years, the album "Bill Monroe and Friends" which featured folk and country stars like Johnny Cash, Willie Nelson, and Emmylou Harris was released, and in 1991, at the age of 80, he released his gospel recording, "Cryin' Holy Unto the Lord;" and

WHEREAS, Bill Monroe and his Bluegrass Boys made their first of many appearances on the Grand Ole Opry in 1939; Bill Monroe was a singer, songwriter, mandolin player, band leader, and musical revolutionary, and from 1945 to 1948, his Blue Grass Band included now-legendary banjo player Earl Scruggs and guitarist Lester Flatt, and the instrumental configuration of his quintet of mandolin, banjo, fiddle, guitar, and standup bass defined the standard lineup in bluegrass music, and other musicians who passed through his bluegrass band were Carter Stanley, Sonny Osbourne, Vassar Clements, and Ricky Skaggs, to mention only a few; and

WHEREAS, in 1970, Bill Monroe was elected to the Country Music Hall of Fame; in 1993, he was the recipient of a Lifetime Achievement Award from the National Association of Recording Arts and Sciences at the Grammy Awards; and in 1997, he was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame at the twelfth annual induction dinner, with Ricky Skaggs and Emmylou Harris as his presenters;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby honor and applaud the late Bill Monroe, legendary musician, and "The Father of Bluegrass Music" for the distinction he has brought to the Commonwealth of Kentucky. His contributions are beyond measure and will have lasting impact.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, February 21, 2002, it does so in honor of the late Bill Monroe.
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