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A RESOLUTION recognizing and praising the leadership of Dr. John W. Shumaker, President of the University of Louisville.

WHEREAS, the announcement that Dr. John Shumaker is one of two finalists for the presidency of the University of Tennessee has caused the local and state communities consternation and concern that the Commonwealth may lose his leadership during this critical period; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Shumaker, shortly after becoming the 16th President of the University of Louisville in 1995, initiated community-wide discussions about the future of the university to formulate a strategic plan defining the mission, goals, and resources of the university, culminating in the "Challenge for Excellence" after the passage of the historic "Postsecondary Education Improvement Act of 1997"; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Shumaker is a formidable and consummate leader, visionary, educator and community partner who is committed to leading the 200-year-old university toward achieving the goal of being a premier nationally recognized metropolitan research university; and 

WHEREAS, under the direction and leadership of Dr. Shumaker during the past seven years, the university has achieved the following goals and successes: used the "Bucks for Brains" or the Research Challenge Trust Fund to increase the universities' endowment fund to $503 million; attracted world-renowned faculty and established 75 endowed academic chairs and professorships; increased salaries of faculty and staff to mirror those at benchmark institutions; renewed the focus and upgraded undergraduate education with increased investments in scholarships and financial aid; constructed new academic research buildings, a new planetarium, and new athletic stadiums and facilities; established an innovative partnership with the University of Kentucky to support faculty collaboration; headed the joint venture among the university, United Parcel Service, Jefferson Community College, and Jefferson Technical College to establish the Metropolitan College which provides students with a tuition-free education and accommodates students' part-time work schedules; and established a partnership with Jefferson Community College and the Jefferson County Public School System that guarantees admission to the university for students who complete required community college courses; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Shumaker is an influential advocate to the General Assembly, the Governor, and the Council on Postsecondary Education in establishing the agenda for  postsecondary education in the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate praises the leadership of Dr. John W. Shumaker and recognizes his contributions toward raising the level of expectations for academic excellence and institutional development and enhancing the accessibility and visibility of postsecondary education in the Commonwealth.

Section 2.   The Senate strongly urges and encourages Dr. John W. Shumaker to remain the president of the University of Louisville and continue his legacy of  commitment to the advancement of the university and to the Commonwealth's system of postsecondary education.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate shall transmit a copy of this resolution to Dr. John W. Shumaker, Office of the President, University of Louisville, 102 Grawemeyer Hall, 2301 South Third Street, Louisville Kentucky 40208.
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