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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in memory and honor of Al J. Schneider.

We pause in silent reverence to remember a great native son,

Al J. Schneider of Louisville, Kentucky.

WHEREAS, born August 9, 1914, Al J. Schneider crossed that final bourne from which no traveler returns on May 27, 2001, at the age of 86; and

WHEREAS, Al J. Schneider loved the Louisville community and his birthplace of the City of Shively -- known as St. Helen's in 1914; and

WHEREAS, Al J. Schneider was the third of four children who quit school after the eighth grade to work in a truck garden and as a carpenter's assistant for his father; and

WHEREAS, a self-made man, Al J. Schneider began his own construction business at the age of 24 in 1938 when he obtained a $500 business loan, but his strong dislike for being in debt led him throughout his career to pay for projects from his own resources rather than rely on conventional business loans; and

WHEREAS, during World War II he built barracks at Fort Knox and other area military facilities; and

WHEREAS, a lack of higher education was not indicative of Al J. Schneider's business genius and financial savvy, evidenced by him being the builder and owner of the four largest hotels in Louisville -- the Galt House, Galt House East, Executive Inn, and the Executive West; and

WHEREAS, in fact it was Al J. Schneider's vision over thirty years ago that spearheaded the redevelopment of Louisville's downtown riverfront by his construction of the Galt House; and

WHEREAS, Al J. Schneider's companies or partnerships own three large office towers on Main Street in Louisville and dozens of smaller office and medical buildings, as well as other commercial properties across the city and the county; and

WHEREAS, for all his successful commercial endeavors, Al J. Schneider was an even greater attribute to the Louisville community due to his devout compassion for the Catholic Church, as well as for supporting and funding education, food, and housing programs sponsored by other denominations and charities; and

WHEREAS, Al J. Schneider paid for the new spire at the Cathedral of the Assumption several years ago, and built numerous local Catholic schools, always at cost which resulted in the Louisville archdiocese saving millions of dollars; and

WHEREAS, Al J. Schneider's philanthropy over many decades helped many less fortunate individuals by hiring individuals who had personal problems that kept most employers from giving them a second chance in life; and

WHEREAS, Al J. Schneider's Home Supply Company extended credit to small homebuilders who could not obtain credit elsewhere; and

WHEREAS, many of Al J. Schneider's gifts to individuals and educational institutions were given anonymously; and

WHEREAS, Al J. Schneider served on numerous boards and commissions, including the Louisville Urban Renewal Commission, the Bank of Louisville board of directors, the city-county Economic Progress Commission, Louisville Central Area, Boys Haven, and Maryhurst School; and

WHEREAS, Al J. Schneider was a proud member of the St. Benedictine Society, Associated General Contractors, the Knights of Columbus, the Kentucky Colonels, the Catholic Orphan Society, and Kosair Charities 1000 Club; and

WHEREAS, Al J. Schneider was active in the Kentucky Derby Festival and received its Distinguished Service Award; and

WHEREAS, Al J. Schneider was preceded in death by his beloved wife Thelma and is survived by five daughters and one son, Joy Oetken, Nancy O'Hearn, Mary Moseley, Christe Coe, Dawn Hitron, and Kayo Schneider, as well as a sister and brother, Dot Franz and Ed Schneider, twenty-two grandchildren, and twenty-eight great-grandchildren, all of Louisville;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of this body, both individually and collectively, do hereby posthumously proclaim Al J. Schneider to have been an outstanding citizen and exemplary representative of the Commonwealth.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, Friday, February 8, 2002, it does so in loving memory and honor of a great Kentuckian, Al J. Schneider.
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